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Increasingly today nation-states are entering into agreements that involve the sharing or surrendering of parts
of their sovereign powers and often leave the cession of authority incomplete or vague. But until now, we
have known surprisingly little about how international actors design and implement these mixed-sovereignty
arrangements. Contracting States uses the concept of "incomplete contracts"--agreements that are
intentionally ambiguous and subject to future renegotiation--to explain how states divide and transfer their
sovereign territory and functions, and demonstrate why some of these arrangements offer stable and lasting
solutions while others ultimately collapse.

Building on important advances in economics and law, Alexander Cooley and Hendrik Spruyt develop a
highly original, interdisciplinary approach and apply it to a broad range of cases involving international
sovereign political integration and disintegration. The authors reveal the importance of incomplete
contracting in the decolonization of territories once held by Europe and the Soviet Union; U.S. overseas
military basing agreements with host countries; and in regional economic-integration agreements such as the
European Union. Cooley and Spruyt examine contemporary problems such as the Arab-Israeli dispute over
water resources, and show why the international community inadequately prepared for Kosovo's
independence.

Contracting States provides guidance to international policymakers about how states with equally legitimate
claims on the same territory or asset can create flexible, durable solutions and avoid violent conflict.
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From reader reviews:

Holly Taylor:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individual? If
you don't have spare time to do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They must answer that question mainly
because just their can do in which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
suitable. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this particular Contracting States:
Sovereign Transfers in International Relations to read.

Carolyn Robles:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to read a book. When you learn a book you
can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because
book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that
you have read. If you wish to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and soon. The Contracting
States: Sovereign Transfers in International Relations offer you a new experience in reading a book.

William Powell:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you
might have it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. That Contracting States: Sovereign Transfers in
International Relations can give you a lot of close friends because by you checking out this one book you
have matter that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a
step for you to get success. This book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't realize, by
knowing more than various other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let us have Contracting
States: Sovereign Transfers in International Relations.

Michael Dennison:

A lot of people said that they feel bored when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the book Contracting States: Sovereign Transfers in
International Relations to make your own reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading talent is
developing when you just like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy you just read it
and mingle the feeling about book and reading through especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to
open up a book and examine it. Beside that the book Contracting States: Sovereign Transfers in International
Relations can to be your friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of this
time.
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