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“The Strategic Guide to Shaping Your Student Affairs Career is a one of a kind resource for student affairs
administrators in any stage of their career. The book is well organized around five key elements of career
strategy that helpfully prompt readers to not only focus and reflect on critical stages in their career
development and advancement, but also on their personal motivations and goals. This is enhanced by the
inclusion of voices of current administrators who share their stories and insights to illustrate the book’s
message.”— Ashley Tull, Director of Assessment and Strategic Initiatives, Division of Student Affairs,
Southern Methodist University

"As a professor in a higher education program I seek activities and resources that can bookend a student’s
experience in our program. I have finally found the book that will both stimulate discussion among new
professionals in their first class and foster rich dialogue in their last class. Actually reading the book twice
affords students the opportunity to consider the core elements of a career strategy as discussed in this text:
lifelong learning, extending your experiences, planning for professional development,
networking/connecting, and self-reflection. The Strategic Guide to Shaping Your Student Affairs Career will
be a must read for our students.”—Audrey J. Jaeger, Professor, Educational Leadership & Policy Analysis:
Higher Education, Co-Executive Director, National Initiative for Leadership & Institutional Effectiveness,
North Carolina State University

This is a book for any student affairs professional who wants to strategically shape his or her career path,
whether in early or mid-career, or contemplating a career, in student affairs.

By offering us the fruits of the reflective and strategic approach she has used to shape her own career, and by
gathering the voices of twenty five professionals who offer the insights and advice derived from their own
experiences, Sonja Ardoin has created a guide for everyone in student affairs who wants to be intentional in
setting the course for their professional and personal development.

She begins by describing the changing and varied student populations who are the heart of this field, and
outlines the typical organizational structures of student affairs, the range of functional areas, and how
practice varies by size and type of institution. She highlights major trends, discusses the typical paths of
entry to the profession, the expectations and realities of starting in a new position, the process of
socialization, and the required skills and competencies.

She devotes the core of the book to the five key elements for developing a career strategy. In doing so she
ranges over choices to be made about formal qualifications, and describes activities – from volunteering and
committee work to conference presentations, writing and teaching – that we can use to strategically develop
the proficiencies to attain our goals.
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From reader reviews:

Ana Lopez:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
by means of surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a guide your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading any book, we give you this The Strategic Guide to Shaping Your
Student Affairs Career book as starter and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is usually more than
just a book.

Douglas Reece:

Now a day those who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources included can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How people have to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Studying a book can
help persons out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Strategic Guide to Shaping Your Student
Affairs Career book as this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the data in this book
hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Daryl Pena:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer might be The Strategic Guide to Shaping Your Student Affairs
Career why because the fantastic cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint a
person. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense
will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Enola Hudson:

Beside this particular The Strategic Guide to Shaping Your Student Affairs Career in your phone, it could
give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you
might got here is fresh from oven so don't become worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow small
town. It is good thing to have The Strategic Guide to Shaping Your Student Affairs Career because this book
offers to you personally readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you would not get what it's
interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this within your hand. The
Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want
to miss the item? Find this book along with read it from right now!
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