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The question of tolerance and Islam is not a new one. Polemicists are certain that Islam is not a tolerant
religion. As evidence they point to the rules governing the treatment of non-Muslim permanent residents in
Muslim lands, namely the dhimmi rules that are at the center of this study. These rules, when read in
isolation, are certainly discriminatory in nature. They legitimate discriminatory treatment on grounds of what
could be said to be religious faith
and religious difference. The dhimmi rules are often invoked as proof-positive of the inherent intolerance of
the Islamic faith (and thereby of any believing Muslim) toward the non-Muslim.

This book addresses the problem of the concept of 'tolerance' for understanding the significance of the
dhimmi rules that governed and regulated non-Muslim permanent residents in Islamic lands. In doing so, it
suggests that the Islamic legal treatment of non-Muslims is symptomatic of the more general challenge of
governing a diverse polity. Far from being constitutive of an Islamic ethos, the dhimmi rules raise important
thematic questions about Rule of Law, governance, and
how the pursuit of pluralism through the institutions of law and governance is a messy business.

As argued throughout this book, an inescapable, and all-too-often painful, bottom line in the pursuit of
pluralism is that it requires impositions and limitations on freedoms that are considered central and
fundamental to an individual's well-being, but which must be limited for some people in some circumstances
for reasons extending well beyond the claims of a given individual. A comparison to recent cases from the
United States, United Kingdom, and the European Court of Human Rights reveals
that however different and distant premodern Islamic and modern democratic societies may be in terms of
time, space, and values, legal systems face similar challenges when governing a populace in which minority
and majority groups diverge on the meaning and implication of values deemed fundamental to
a particular polity.
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From reader reviews:

Molly Salazar:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that publication
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are reading
whatever they get because their hobby will be reading a book. Consider the person who don't like examining
a book? Sometime, person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or exercise. Well, probably
you should have this Religious Pluralism and Islamic Law: Dhimmis and Others in the Empire of Law
(Oxford Islamic Legal Studies).

Steven Atkins:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family,
or their own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different
to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill your free of charge
time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to
test look for book, may be the guide untitled Religious Pluralism and Islamic Law: Dhimmis and Others in
the Empire of Law (Oxford Islamic Legal Studies) can be fine book to read. May be it can be best activity to
you.

Gloria Engstrom:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that usually
you could have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try matter that really opposite from
that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you already
been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Religious Pluralism and Islamic Law: Dhimmis
and Others in the Empire of Law (Oxford Islamic Legal Studies), it is possible to enjoy both. It is good
combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout
fellas. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Richard Dike:

You may spend your free time to read this book this e-book. This Religious Pluralism and Islamic Law:
Dhimmis and Others in the Empire of Law (Oxford Islamic Legal Studies) is simple bringing you can read it
in the park your car, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not have much space to bring typically the
printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the book in
your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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