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California roll, Chinese take-out, American-made kimchi, dogmeat, monosodium glutamate, SPAM—all are
examples of what Robert Ji-Song Ku calls “dubious” foods. Strongly associated with Asian and Asian
American gastronomy, they are commonly understood as ersatz, depraved, or simply bad. In Dubious
Gastronomy, Ku contends that these foods share a spiritual fellowship with Asians in the United States in
that the Asian presence, be it culinary or corporeal, is often considered watered-down, counterfeit, or
debased manifestations of the “real thing.” The American expression of Asianness is defined as doubly
inauthentic—as insufficiently Asian and unreliably American when measured against a largely ideological if
not entirely political standard of authentic Asia and America. By exploring the other side of what is
prescriptively understood as proper Asian gastronomy, Ku suggests that Asian cultural expressions occurring
in places such as Los Angeles, Honolulu, New York City, and even Baton Rouge are no less critical to
understanding the meaning of Asian food—and, by extension, Asian people—than culinary expressions that
took place in Tokyo, Seoul, and Shanghai centuries ago. In critically considering the impure and hybridized
with serious and often whimsical intent, Dubious Gastronomy argues that while the notion of cultural
authenticity is troubled, troubling, and troublesome, the apocryphal is not necessarily a bad thing: The
dubious can be and is often quite delicious.

Dubious Gastronomy overlaps a number of disciplines, including American and Asian American studies,
Asian diasporic studies, literary and cultural studies, and the burgeoning field of food studies. More
importantly, however, the book fulfills the critical task of amalgamating these areas and putting them in
conversation with one another. Written in an engaging and fluid style, it promises to appeal a wide audience
of readers who seriously enjoys eating—and reading and thinking about—food.
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From reader reviews:

Leonard White:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the publication entitled Dubious Gastronomy: The Cultural Politics of Eating Asian
in the USA (Food in Asia and the Pacific). Try to make book Dubious Gastronomy: The Cultural Politics of
Eating Asian in the USA (Food in Asia and the Pacific) as your pal. It means that it can to become your
friend when you experience alone and beside that course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for you personally. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know
every thing by the book. So , let me make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Jean Ashburn:

The book Dubious Gastronomy: The Cultural Politics of Eating Asian in the USA (Food in Asia and the
Pacific) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So
why must we leave the best thing like a book Dubious Gastronomy: The Cultural Politics of Eating Asian in
the USA (Food in Asia and the Pacific)? Wide variety you have a different opinion about reserve. But one
aim that will book can give many info for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with the book.
Knowledge or information that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you can share all of
these. Book Dubious Gastronomy: The Cultural Politics of Eating Asian in the USA (Food in Asia and the
Pacific) has simple shape however you know: it has great and large function for you. You can seem the
enormous world by available and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Robert Hyde:

Do you one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This Dubious Gastronomy: The Cultural Politics of Eating Asian in the USA
(Food in Asia and the Pacific) book is readable through you who hate the straight word style. You will find
the details here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving actually decrease the
knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer connected with Dubious Gastronomy: The Cultural
Politics of Eating Asian in the USA (Food in Asia and the Pacific) content conveys objective easily to
understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just
different available as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Dubious Gastronomy: The Cultural Politics of
Eating Asian in the USA (Food in Asia and the Pacific) is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Stephany Garcia:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you will get it in
e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This Dubious Gastronomy: The Cultural Politics of Eating
Asian in the USA (Food in Asia and the Pacific) can give you a lot of good friends because by you checking



out this one book you have point that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This
book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that possibly your friend
doesn't recognize, by knowing more than other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let
me have Dubious Gastronomy: The Cultural Politics of Eating Asian in the USA (Food in Asia and the
Pacific).
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