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?70 years ago, on 7 June 1944, the British 7th Armored Division landed in Normandy, halfway through a
wartime journey that had started in north Africa. Formed on 16 February 1940, it adopted the Jerboa as its
divisional sign—and while many units that fought in the desert call themselves by the name, 7th Armoured
Division are the original ‘Desert Rats’. The division helped destroy the Italian Tenth Army at Beda Fomm on
7 February 1941, defeat the Desert?Fox—Rommel—at El Alamein in October 1942, and drive Axis forces
out of North?Africa. After the desert, 7th Armored Division landed at Salerno on 15 September 1943, in time
to help repulse concerted German counterattacks, before—as part of U.S. Fifth Army’s British X Corps—it
took Naples and crossed the Volturno.

Pulled out of Italy, it reached England in January 1944 where it prepared to enter the Northwestern European
theater at Gold Beach from 7 June, equipped with the new Cromwell and the Sherman Firefly. The division
had difficulties in Normandy, particularly at Villers-Bocage, and suffered the ignominy of having its
GOC—George Erskine—and a number of officers sacked and moved to other positions. Erskine was
replaced by Gerald Lloyd Verney on 4 August 1944. He helped reinstill confidence and discipline to the
division which took part in the Allied liberation of France and Belgium, entering Ghent in September.
Verney was, in turn, replaced by Lewis Lyne in November 1944 and Lyne led the division on their final
advance through Holland and into Germany.

The Desert Rats ended the war with the liberation of Hamburg on 3 May 1945 after one of the most
remarkable military journeys in history and was chosen to take part in the Allied victory parade held in
Berlin on 21 July 1945. Winston Churchill recognized the achievements of the division when he spoke at the
opening of a soldiers’ club in Berlin: ‘Dear Desert Rats! May your glory ever shine! May your laurels never
fade! May the memory of this glorious pilgrimage of war which you have made from Alamein, via the Baltic
to Berlin never die!’

Desert Rats at War is an evocation of what it was like to serve with the division, in the African desert and
Europe, from the first encounters by the Mobile Force in 1940 to Berlin in 1945. Full of eyewitness accounts
and private photos, Desert Rats at War has been completely revised and updated, with additional text, maps
and photographs.
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From reader reviews:

Travis Ralls:

This Desert Rats at War: North Africa. Italy. Northwest Europe book is absolutely not ordinary book, you
have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is information
inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of
information you will get. That Desert Rats at War: North Africa. Italy. Northwest Europe without we know
teach the one who studying it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't be worry Desert Rats at War:
North Africa. Italy. Northwest Europe can bring whenever you are and not make your case space or
bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even telephone. This Desert
Rats at War: North Africa. Italy. Northwest Europe having good arrangement in word and layout, so you will
not experience uninterested in reading.

Michael Banks:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specially book
entitled Desert Rats at War: North Africa. Italy. Northwest Europe your head will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging
every word written in a publication then become one web form conclusion and explanation that maybe you
never get ahead of. The Desert Rats at War: North Africa. Italy. Northwest Europe giving you a different
experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful information for your better life in
this particular era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind are going to be
pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this
extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Lyle Morales:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book was rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book and also novel and Desert Rats at War: North Africa. Italy. Northwest
Europe or others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book,
you feel need to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or students especially.
Those guides are helping them to put their knowledge. In various other case, beside science e-book, any
other book likes Desert Rats at War: North Africa. Italy. Northwest Europe to make your spare time much
more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Gloria Quinones:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is written or printed or descriptive from each source that filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media



social like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
trying to find the Desert Rats at War: North Africa. Italy. Northwest Europe when you needed it?
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