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 In order to obtain a clear understanding of Byzantine civilization, to visualize the mode of life and the
dominant tastes in this vanished society, and to realize the mentality of the Greeks in the Middle Ages, we
must therefore begin by studying Constantinople. And moreover it is about her that we have most
information. At every stage of her history there are valuable documents which describe for us admirably the
buildings of the great city, and the appearance she presented: for the fifth century we have the Notitia of 450;
for the sixth century the book of Edifices by Procopius, the poem of Paul the Silentiary, and the description
of the church of the Holy Apostles by Nicholas Mesarites; for the tenth century the poem of Constantine the
Rhodian on the seven wonders of the capital and the Ceremonies of Constantine Porphyrogenitus; finally the
narratives of countless travelers,—French, Italians, Spaniards, Russians, and Arabs,—who visited
Constantinople from the twelfth to the fifteenth century. Moreover Byzantine literature reflects, as in a magic
mirror, the ideas which were familiar and precious to the inhabitants of the capital, and the great currents of
thought which prevailed in her. But Constantinople was not the Empire. In contrast to the capital which was
luxurious, refined, and elegant, and also turbulent, cruel, and corrupt, there was another Byzantium, simpler
and ruder, more robust and more serious, the Byzantium of the provinces, about which we know less than the
other, but whose aspect we must nevertheless attempt to reconstruct; for the strength and stability of the
monarchy was derived therefrom, no less than from Constantinople, and its study is indispensable if we wish
to understand the character of Byzantine civilization. In this vanished world, Constantinople and the
provinces seem like the two opposite leaves of a diptych, and, in spite of the deep contrast offered by these
two Byzantiums, it was their union which formed the power and greatness of the Empire…
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From reader reviews:

Christine McClellan:

As people who live in often the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or data even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era which can be always change and progress. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming
to an individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Byzantine Civlization is our
recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need in
this era.

Daniel Slater:

This book untitled Byzantine Civlization to be one of several books this best seller in this year, this is
because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this
specific book in the book retail store or you can order it through online. The publisher on this book sells the
e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Cell phone. So
there is no reason for you to past this book from your list.

Patricia Beall:

The e-book with title Byzantine Civlization contains a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a
lot of profit after read this book. This kind of book exist new expertise the information that exist in this
reserve represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to know how the
improvement of the world. That book will bring you in new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-
book on the smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Vincent Espinoza:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok
you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Byzantine
Civlization which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.
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