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U.S. counterinsurgency efforts in Iraq and Afghanistan have failed to exploit information power, which
could be a U.S. advantage but instead is being used advantageously by insurgents. Because insurgency and
counterinsurgency involve a battle for the allegiance of a population between a government and an armed
opposition movement, the key to exploiting information power is to connect with and learn from the
population itself, increasing the effectiveness of both the local government and the U.S. military and civilian
services engaged in supporting it. Utilizing mostly available networking technology, the United States could
achieve early, affordable, and substantial gains in the effectiveness of counterinsurgency by more open,
integrated, and inclusive information networking with the population, local authorities, and coalition
partners. The most basic information link with the population would be an information technology (IT)-
enhanced, fraud-resistant registry-census. The most promising link would come from utilizing local cell
phone networks, which are proliferating even among poor countries. Access to data routinely collected by
such networks can form the basis for security services such as enhanced-911 and forensics. The cell phones
of a well-wired citizenry can be made tantamount to sensor fields in settled areas. They can link indigenous
forces with each other and with U.S. forces without interoperability problems; they can also track the
responses of such forces to emergencies. Going further, outfitting weaponry with video cameras would
bolster surveillance, provide lessons learned, and guard against operator misconduct. Establishing a national
Wiki can help citizens describe their neighborhoods to familiarize U.S. forces with them and can promote
accountable service delivery. All such information can improve counterinsurgency operations by making
U.S. forces and agencies far better informed than they are at present. The authors argue that todayÂ's
military and intelligence networks-being closed, compartmentalized, controlled by information providers
instead of users, and limited to U.S. war fighters-hamper counterinsurgency and deprive the United States of
what ought to be a strategic advantage. In contrast, based on a review of 160 requirements for
counterinsurgency, the authors call for current networks to be replaced by an integrated counterinsurgency
operating network (ICON) linking U.S. and indigenous operators, based on principles of inclusiveness,
integration, and user preeminence. Utilizing the proposed ways of gathering information from the
population, ICON would improve the timeliness, reliability, and relevance of information, while focusing
security restrictions on truly sensitive information. The complexity and sensitivity of counterinsurgency call
for vastly better use of IT than has been seen in Iraq and Afghanistan. Here is a practical plan for just that.
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From reader reviews:

Leticia Nielson:

The guide with title Byting BackA-Regaining Information Superiority Against 21st-Century Insurgents:
RAND Counterinsurgency StudyA-Volume 1 has a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a
lot of profit after read this book. This book exist new expertise the information that exist in this e-book
represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement
of the world. This particular book will bring you with new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-
book on the smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Tom Seaman:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you read a book
you can get a lot of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, because book
has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you
have read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, along with soon. The Byting BackA-
Regaining Information Superiority Against 21st-Century Insurgents: RAND Counterinsurgency StudyA-
Volume 1 offer you a new experience in reading through a book.

Lena Stubbs:

This Byting BackA-Regaining Information Superiority Against 21st-Century Insurgents: RAND
Counterinsurgency StudyA-Volume 1 is brand new way for you who has attention to look for some
information because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you
know otherwise you who still having bit of digest in reading this Byting BackA-Regaining Information
Superiority Against 21st-Century Insurgents: RAND Counterinsurgency StudyA-Volume 1 can be the light
food for yourself because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by simply anyone. These
books create itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book web form. People who
think that in reserve form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is absolutely
no in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So ,
don't miss this! Just read this e-book sort for your better life and also knowledge.

Jeanie Clark:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This reserve Byting BackA-Regaining Information Superiority Against 21st-
Century Insurgents: RAND Counterinsurgency StudyA-Volume 1 was filled about science. Spend your extra



time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has distinct feel when they
reading a new book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a guide. In
the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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