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What happens if we abandon the assumption that a person is a discrete, world-making agent who acts on and
creates place? This, Monique Allewaert contends, is precisely what occurred on eighteenth-century
American plantations, where labor practices and ecological particularities threatened the literal and
conceptual boundaries that separated persons from the natural world.

Integrating political philosophy and ecocriticism with literary analysis, Ariel’s Ecology explores the forms of
personhood that developed out of New World plantations, from Georgia and Florida through Jamaica to
Haiti and extending into colonial metropoles such as Philadelphia. Allewaert’s examination of the writings of
naturalists, novelists, and poets; the oral stories of Africans in the diaspora; and Afro-American fetish
artifacts shows that persons in American plantation spaces were pulled into a web of environmental stresses,
ranging from humidity to the demand for sugar. This in turn gave rise to modes of personhood explicitly
attuned to human beings’ interrelation with nonhuman forces in a process we might call ecological.

Certainly the possibility that colonial life revokes human agency haunts works from Shakespeare’s Tempest
and Montesquieu’s Spirit of the Laws to Spivak’s theories of subalternity. In Allewaert’s interpretation, the
transformation of colonial subjectivity into ecological personhood is not a nightmare; it is, rather, a mode of
existence until now only glimmering in Che Guevara’s dictum that postcolonial resistance is synonymous
with “perfect knowledge of the ground.”
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From reader reviews:

Nellie Kim:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive today,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to remain than other
is high. For you who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific Ariel's Ecology: Plantations,
Personhood, and Colonialism in the American Tropics book as starter and daily reading publication. Why,
because this book is greater than just a book.

Barbara Baker:

The reason? Because this Ariel's Ecology: Plantations, Personhood, and Colonialism in the American
Tropics is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will shock
you with the secret that inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who all write the book in
such wonderful way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still
convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to
regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book get such as help improving
your ability and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were being
you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Cheryl Grosvenor:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we wish. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This guide Ariel's Ecology: Plantations, Personhood, and Colonialism in the American
Tropics was filled with regards to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific
research competence. Some people has various feel when they reading any book. If you know how big
benefit of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to
get book which you wanted.

Clarence Duncan:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library or make summary for some book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart
and soul or real their pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go
to right now there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and
also can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to suit
your needs. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says,
many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Ariel's Ecology: Plantations, Personhood, and



Colonialism in the American Tropics can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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