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"Tyler Hoffman brings a fresh perspective to the subject of performance poetry, and this comes at an
excellent time, when there is such a vast interest across the country and around the world in the performance
of poetry. He makes important connections, explaining things in a manner that remains provocative,
interesting, and accessible."

---Jay Parini, Middlebury College

American Poetry in Performance: From Walt Whitman to Hip Hop is the first book to trace a comprehensive
history of performance poetry in America, covering 150 years of literary history from Walt Whitman through
the rap-meets-poetry scene. It reveals how the performance of poetry is bound up with the performance of
identity and nationality in the modern period and carries its own shifting cultural politics. This book stands at
the crossroads of the humanities and the social sciences; it is a book of literary and cultural criticism that
deals squarely with issues of "performance," a concept that has attained great importance in the disciplines of
anthropology and sociology and has generated its own distinct field of performance studies. American Poetry
in Performance will be a meaningful contribution both to the field of American poetry studies and to the
fields of cultural and performance studies, as it focuses on poetry that refuses the status of fixed aesthetic
object and, in its variability, performs versions of race, class, gender, and sexuality both on and off the page.

Relating the performance of poetry to shifting political and cultural ideologies in the United States, Hoffman
argues that the vocal aspect of public poetry possesses (or has been imagined to possess) the ability to help
construct both national and subaltern communities.  American Poetry in Performance explores public poets'
confrontations with emergent sound recording and communications technologies as those confrontations
shape their mythologies of the spoken word and their corresponding notions about America and
Americanness.
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From reader reviews:

Rhonda Robitaille:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they're still students or the item for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they
don't need do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book American Poetry in
Performance: From Walt Whitman to Hip Hop. All type of book would you see on many resources. You can
look for the internet resources or other social media.

Virginia Villalon:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era which is always change and advance. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know which you should start with. This American Poetry in Performance:
From Walt Whitman to Hip Hop is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why,
because book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Ann Ginsberg:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of
new facts. When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of several ways
to share the information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more imaginative. When
you looking at a book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you imagine the story how
the personas do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
American Poetry in Performance: From Walt Whitman to Hip Hop, it is possible to tells your family, friends
and also soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a e-
book.

Millie Goodman:

It is possible to spend your free time to see this book this book. This American Poetry in Performance: From
Walt Whitman to Hip Hop is simple to create you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train in
addition to soon. If you did not get much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy typically the
e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone.
Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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