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It has been over twenty years since the Brazilian Sistema Único de Saúde (Unified Health System or SUS)
was formally established by the 1988 Constitution. The impetus for the SUS came in part from rising costs
and a crisis in the social security system that preceded the reforms, but also from a broad-based political
movement calling for democratization and improved social rights. Building on reforms that started in the
1980s, the SUS was based on three overarching principles: (i) universal access to health services, with health
defined as a citizen’s right and an obligation of the state; (ii) equality of access to health care; and (iii)
integrality (comprehensiveness) and continuity of care; along with several other guiding ideas, including
decentralization, increased participation, and evidence-based prioritization.

The SUS reform established health a fundamental right and duty of the state, and started a process of
fundamentally transforming Brazil’s health system to achieve this goal. So, what has been achieved since the
SUS was established? And what challenges remain in achieving the goals that were established in 1988?
These questions are the focus of this report. Specifically, it seeks to assess whether the SUS reforms have
managed to transform the health system as envisaged more than 20 years ago, and whether the reforms have
led to improved outcomes in terms of access to services, financial protection, and health status.

Any effort to assess the performance of a health system runs into a host of challenges concerning the
definition of boundaries of the “health system”, the outcomes that the assessment should focus on, data
sources and quality, and the role of policies and reforms in understanding how the performance of the health
system has changed over time. Building on an extensive literature on health system assessment, this report is
based on a simple framework that specifies a set of health system “building blocks”, which affect a number
of intermediate outcomes such as access, quality and efficiency, which, in turn, contribute to final outcomes,
including health status, financial protection, and satisfaction. Based on this framework, the report starts by
looking at how key building blocks of Brazil’s health system have changed over time and then moves on to
review performance in terms of intermediate and final outcomes.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Savage:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys that
aren't like that. This Twenty Years of Health System Reform in Brazil: An Assessment of the Sistema Único
de Saúde (Directions in Development) book is readable by simply you who hate those perfect word style.
You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving also decrease the
knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer of Twenty Years of Health System Reform in Brazil: An
Assessment of the Sistema Único de Saúde (Directions in Development) content conveys prospect easily to
understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different
by means of it. So , do you still thinking Twenty Years of Health System Reform in Brazil: An Assessment
of the Sistema Único de Saúde (Directions in Development) is not loveable to be your top record reading
book?

George Thomas:

The book untitled Twenty Years of Health System Reform in Brazil: An Assessment of the Sistema Único de
Saúde (Directions in Development) contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains your
girlfriend idea with easy approach. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do not
worry, you can easy to read it. The book was published by famous author. The author provides you in the
new age of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone,
or gadget, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can
open their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice examine.

Stan Smith:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. That Twenty Years of Health System Reform in Brazil: An
Assessment of the Sistema Único de Saúde (Directions in Development) can give you a lot of good friends
because by you looking at this one book you have matter that they don't and make you actually more like an
interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you
information that perhaps your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than some other make you to be great
men and women. So , why hesitate? Let us have Twenty Years of Health System Reform in Brazil: An
Assessment of the Sistema Único de Saúde (Directions in Development).

Jessica Duncan:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is written or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update of
news. With this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From



media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
looking for the Twenty Years of Health System Reform in Brazil: An Assessment of the Sistema Único de
Saúde (Directions in Development) when you required it?
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