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A riveting new novel from the Pulitzer Prize–winner that traverses the intimate landscape of one woman’s
life, from the 1880s to World War II.

Margaret Mayfield is nearly an old maid at twenty-seven in post–Civil War Missouri when she marries
Captain Andrew Jackson Jefferson Early. He’s the most famous man their small town has ever produced: a
naval officer and a brilliant astronomer—a genius who, according to the local paper, has changed the
universe. Margaret’s mother calls the match “a piece of luck.”

Margaret is a good girl who has been raised to marry, yet Andrew confounds her expectations from the
moment their train leaves for his naval base in faraway California. Soon she comes to understand that his
devotion to science leaves precious little room for anything, or anyone, else. When personal tragedies strike
and when national crises envelop the country, Margaret stands by her husband. But as World War II
approaches, Andrew’s obsessions take a different, darker turn, and Margaret is forced to reconsider the life
she has so carefully constructed.

Private Life is a beautiful evocation of a woman’s inner world: of the little girl within the hopeful bride, of
the young woman filled with yearning, and of the faithful wife who comes to harbor a dangerous secret. But
it is also a heartbreaking portrait of marriage and the mysteries that endure even in lives lived side by side; a
wondrously evocative historical panorama; and, above all, a masterly, unforgettable novel from one of our
finest storytellers.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

John Townsend:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing for us
to learn everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or even goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
perhaps exercise. Well, probably you will want this Private Life.

Blair Kennedy:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
extra time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They should answer that question
since just their can do in which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
suitable. Because start from on pre-school until university need this specific Private Life to read.

Judy Young:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This specific Private Life can give you a lot of good friends
because by you looking at this one book you have point that they don't and make you actually more like an
interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This guide offer you
information that possibly your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than different make you to be great
men and women. So , why hesitate? Let me have Private Life.

Rebecca Wheeler:

A number of people said that they feel bored when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the actual book Private Life to make your own
reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading ability is developing when you such as reading. Try to
choose simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the sensation about book and studying
especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to wide open a book and read it. Beside that the
publication Private Life can to be your brand-new friend when you're sense alone and confuse with the
information must you're doing of their time.
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