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Seminar paper from the year 2003 in the subject American Studies - Literature, grade: 2,0, University of
Marburg (FB 10: Fremdsprachliche Philologien), course: Procincetown Players, 7 entries in the bibliography,
language: English, abstract: In 1918, Eugene O’Neill advocated a life within reality. Living outside reality,
he sees as destructive. With this in mind, he wrote Beyond the Horizon. One of his later plays, Desire under
the Elms, reverts in character to Beyond the Horizon, though it exhibits a fine progress in solidity and finish.
Desire under the Elms is the last of O’Neill’s naturalistic plays and the first in which he re-created the
starkness of Greek tragedy. The play involves O’Neill’s own family conflicts and Freudian treatment of
sexual themes.Beyond the Horizon is O’Neill’s first major statement of the theme of self-deception, pipe
dreams and life-lies, resulting out of passion and desire. At this point of his career, O’Neill believed that one
must engage in the quest to find the ultimate meaning of life, to discover the mysterious behind-life force
that lies just beyond the horizon. To his mind this was in fact the pursuit of a goal. Further in his career as a
playwright, he begins to believe that just having a dream that can survive through time is more important
than having a dream that is attainable or the pursuit of a dream.

In Beyond the Horizon, Eugene O’Neill dramatizes the conflict of the opposing ideals of adventure and
security, emotion and ratio, embodied in the two brothers, Robert and Andrew. O’Neill identifies himself
with the lead character, Robert Mayo whereas he compares Roberts brother Andrew to his brother Jamie.
Both brothers represent two parts, the poetic, emotional dreamer and the rational down-to-earth farmer.
During the play, both brothers give up their desires and passions; one of them flees into materialism, the
other into a world of pipe dreams. When O’Neill wrote Beyond the Horizon, he was only able to see and to
tolerate the emotional level of behaving and acting; in other words: rationalism. That is, in his point of view,
something negative, which must be prevented. But his opinion changes: in 1924, he tolerates that motif
although he still neither likes it nor considers it as a good value. The emotional way of behaving still
overweighs in Desire under the Elms but there can also be found a profound way of rationalism in the
behaviour of his protagonists. This change of O’Neill’s opinion comes out clearly in the characterisation of
Abbie Putnam, who changes from rationalism to emotionalism. The fact that O’Neill changes his point of
view made him a child of his time. [...]
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From reader reviews:

Jonathan Gomes:

The book Of desire and passion - A comparison between Beyond the Horizon and Desire under the Elms can
give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must
we leave the best thing like a book Of desire and passion - A comparison between Beyond the Horizon and
Desire under the Elms? Several of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim in which
book can give many info for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer along with your book.
Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you can give for each other; it is possible to share all of these.
Book Of desire and passion - A comparison between Beyond the Horizon and Desire under the Elms has
simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. You can look the enormous
world by available and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Catherine Mejia:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the concept Of desire and
passion - A comparison between Beyond the Horizon and Desire under the Elms suitable to you? Typically
the book was written by famous writer in this era. The actual book untitled Of desire and passion - A
comparison between Beyond the Horizon and Desire under the Elmsis one of several books which everyone
read now. This book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new
age that you ever know just before. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, and so all of
people can easily to understand the core of this book. This book will give you a wide range of information
about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world within this book.

Latoya Palos:

In this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more special than other.
Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you must do is just spending your
time little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of many books in the top list in your
reading list will be Of desire and passion - A comparison between Beyond the Horizon and Desire under the
Elms. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning out to be precious
person. By looking upwards and review this book you can get many advantages.

Robert Denney:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This particular book Of desire and passion - A comparison between
Beyond the Horizon and Desire under the Elms was colourful and of course has pictures on the website. As
we know that book Of desire and passion - A comparison between Beyond the Horizon and Desire under the
Elms has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Detective Conan
you can read and think that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are usually make you bored,
any it offers you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like



reading which.
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