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To William Franklin, Esq., Governor of New-Jersey Twyford, at the Bishop of St. Asaph's, 1771. Dear
Son,—I have ever had a pleasure in obtaining any little anecdotes of my ancestors. You may remember the
inquiries I made among the remains of my relations when you were with me in England, and the journey I
undertook for that purpose. Imagining it may be equally agreeable to you to learn the circumstances of my
life, many of which you are unacquainted with, and expecting the enjoyment of a few weeks' uninterrupted
leisure, I sit down to write them. Besides, there are some other inducements that excite me to this
undertaking. From the poverty and obscurity in which I was born, and in which I passed my earliest years, I
have raised myself to a state of affluence and some degree of celebrity in the world. As constant good
fortune has accompanied me even to an advanced period of life, my posterity will perhaps be desirous of
learning the means which I employed, and which, thanks to Providence, so well succeeded with me. They
may also deem them fit to be imitated, should any of them find themselves in similar circumstances. This
good fortune, when I reflect on it, which is frequently the case, has induced me sometimes to say, that if it
were left to my choice, I should have no objection to go over the same life from its beginning to the end:
requesting only the advantage authors have, of correcting in a second edition the faults of the first. So would
I also wish to change some incidents of it for others more favourable. Notwithstanding, if this condition was
denied, I should still accept the offer of recommencing the same life. But as this repetition is not to be
expected, that which resembles most living one's life over again, seems to be to recall all the circumstances
of it; and, to render this remembrance more durable, to record them in writing. In thus employing myself I
shall yield to the inclination so natural to old men, of talking of themselves and their own actions; and I shall
indulge it without being tiresome to those who, from respect to my age, might conceive themselves obliged
to listen to me, since they will be always free to read me or not. And lastly (I may as well confess it, as the
denial of it would be believed by nobody), I shall perhaps not a little gratify my own vanity. Indeed, I never
heard or saw the introductory words "Without vanity I may say," &c., but some vain thing immediately
followed. Most people dislike vanity in others, whatever share they have of it themselves; but I give it fair
quarter, wherever I meet with it, being persuaded that it is often productive of good to the possessor, and to
others who are within his sphere of action: and therefore, in many cases, it would not be altogether absurd if
a man were to thank God for his vanity among the other comforts of life. And now I speak of thanking God,
I desire with all humility to acknowledge that I attribute the mentioned happiness of my past life to his divine
providence, which led me to the means I used and gave the success. My belief of this induces me to hope,
though I must not presume, that the same goodness will still be exercised towards me, in continuing that
happiness or enabling me to bear a fatal reverse, which I may experience as others have done; the
complexion of my future fortune being known to him only, in whose power it is to bless us, even in our
afflictions
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From reader reviews:

Louise Wax:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. As you may know that book is very important normally. The book Memoirs of Benjamin Franklin;
Written by Himself With His Most Interesting Essays, Letters, and Miscellaneous Writings; Familiar, Moral,
Political, Economical and Philosophical (Complete) seemed to be making you to know about other expertise
and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The guide Memoirs of
Benjamin Franklin; Written by Himself With His Most Interesting Essays, Letters, and Miscellaneous
Writings; Familiar, Moral, Political, Economical and Philosophical (Complete) is not only giving you far
more new information but also being your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your personal spend
time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with the book Memoirs of Benjamin Franklin; Written by
Himself With His Most Interesting Essays, Letters, and Miscellaneous Writings; Familiar, Moral, Political,
Economical and Philosophical (Complete). You never sense lose out for everything if you read some books.

Ruth Haakenson:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book especially book
entitled Memoirs of Benjamin Franklin; Written by Himself With His Most Interesting Essays, Letters, and
Miscellaneous Writings; Familiar, Moral, Political, Economical and Philosophical (Complete) your mind
will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can
be your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a book then become one type conclusion and
explanation which maybe you never get before. The Memoirs of Benjamin Franklin; Written by Himself
With His Most Interesting Essays, Letters, and Miscellaneous Writings; Familiar, Moral, Political,
Economical and Philosophical (Complete) giving you yet another experience more than blown away your
thoughts but also giving you useful details for your better life in this particular era. So now let us
demonstrate the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished
reading through it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time
activity?

Donna Lacher:

The book untitled Memoirs of Benjamin Franklin; Written by Himself With His Most Interesting Essays,
Letters, and Miscellaneous Writings; Familiar, Moral, Political, Economical and Philosophical (Complete)
contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains your ex idea with easy technique. The language
is very clear and understandable all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read that. The book
was compiled by famous author. The author provides you in the new time of literary works. It is easy to read
this book because you can read on your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book with anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a
nice go through.



Patsy Phan:

As we know that book is important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we wish. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year had been
exactly added. This guide Memoirs of Benjamin Franklin; Written by Himself With His Most Interesting
Essays, Letters, and Miscellaneous Writings; Familiar, Moral, Political, Economical and Philosophical
(Complete) was filled in relation to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your
research competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading the book. If you know how big
benefit from a book, you can sense enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get
book that you wanted.
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