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The Japanese are in the process of re-creating themselves--an endeavor they have undertaken at intervals
throughout history, always prompted by a combination of domestic and global forces. In this landmark book,
Patrick Smith asserts that a variety of forces--the achievement of material affluence, the Cold War's end, and
the death of Emperor Hirohito--are now spurring Japan once again toward a fundamental redefinition of
itself.  

As Smith argues, this requires of the West an equally thorough reevaluation of the picture we have held of
Japan over the past half-century. He reveals how economic overdevelopment conceals profound political,
social, and psychological under-development. And by refocusing on "internal history"  and the Japanese
character, Smith offers a new framework for understanding Japan and the Japanese as they really are. The
Japanese, he says, are now seeking to alter the very thing we believe distinguishes them: the relationship
between the individual and society.

Timely, measured, and authoritative, this book illuminates a new Japan, a nation preparing to drop the mask
it holds up to the West and to steer a course of its own in the world.

Jacket image: The Great Wave of Kanagawa, from 36 Views of Mount Fuji (detail) by Katsushika Hokusai.
Private collection.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Weston:

This book untitled Japan: A Reinterpretation to be one of several books in which best seller in this year,
that's because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy that book in
the book retail store or you can order it by using online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It
makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason
to you personally to past this reserve from your list.

Rosa Johnson:

The publication untitled Japan: A Reinterpretation is the guide that recommended to you to learn. You can
see the quality of the book content that will be shown to an individual. The language that article author use to
explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a lot of exploration when write the book,
and so the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Japan:
A Reinterpretation from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Terry Smith:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book
like comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking Japan: A Reinterpretation
that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading routine all over
the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world considerably better then how they react to
the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading routine only for the geeky particular person but for
all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for every you who want to start studying as your
good habit, you are able to pick Japan: A Reinterpretation become your personal starter.

Sylvia Medina:

That publication can make you to feel relax. That book Japan: A Reinterpretation was multi-colored and of
course has pictures around. As we know that book Japan: A Reinterpretation has many kinds or style. Start
from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and think that you
are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers you feel
happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading which.
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