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A Reconstruction of Ptolemy I’s History of Alexander’s Conquests, a Primary Source Cited in Later Books
That Disappeared More Than One Thousand Years Ago

Alexander the Great is well known as one of the first great empire builders of the ancient world. Among
those fellow Macedonian officers who accompanied Alexander in his epic conquests from Greece to India
was Ptolemy Lagides. Ptolemy served alongside Alexander from the Persian defeat at the Battle of Issus in
modern-day Turkey and the journey to find the oracle that proclaimed Alexander to be Zeus incarnate, to the
Battle of the Hydaspes River in 326 BC that opened India to the West. Following Alexander’s death,
Ptolemy gained control of Egypt where he founded the dynasty in his name, created the great library of
Alexandria, and was patron of the mathematician Euclid. Sometime during his rule in Egypt, Ptolemy wrote
a history of Alexander’s conquests. Although it is probable that Ptolemy enhanced his own importance,
sources indicate that it was regarded as an accurate and even-handed account of the campaigns of Alexander.
However, Ptolemy’s book was lost—perhaps with the destruction of the library he founded—and not even an
original fragment has survived. His book, however, was acknowledged as a primary source of information
for later Roman historians.

            In The Lost Book of Alexander the Great, Andrew Young explores the world of ancient writings
about the Macedonian leader in order to determine whether any of Ptolemy’s writings can be recovered.
Inspired by Stephen Greenblatt’s distinguished biography of Shakespeare, Will in the World, and written for
the general reader, the author uses literary forensics to suggest which parts of later books about Alexander
the Great, most notably the account by Arrian of Nicomedia, might be the words of Ptolemy. In addition to
separating later Roman sensibilities from the original Greek of Ptolemy, the author re-creates the famous
library of Alexandria, and takes the reader along on Alexander’s conquests as closely as we can to how
Ptolemy may have recounted them.
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From reader reviews:

Archie Moriarty:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled The Lost Book of Alexander the Great. Try to stumble through book
The Lost Book of Alexander the Great as your good friend. It means that it can to become your friend when
you experience alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for you personally. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know
everything by the book. So , we should make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

John Ferguson:

The book The Lost Book of Alexander the Great can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the good thing like a book The Lost
Book of Alexander the Great? A few of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim this
book can give many data for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with your book.
Knowledge or information that you take for that, you can give for each other; you can share all of these.
Book The Lost Book of Alexander the Great has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big
function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open up and read a reserve. So it is very
wonderful.

Liliana Stevens:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. That The Lost Book of Alexander the Great can give you a lot
of good friends because by you checking out this one book you have point that they don't and make anyone
more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book
offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than other make you to be
great people. So , why hesitate? Let me have The Lost Book of Alexander the Great.

Billy Doyle:

Publication is one of source of information. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen will need book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. As we
know those publications have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around
the world. By the book The Lost Book of Alexander the Great we can get more advantage. Don't one to be
creative people? To become creative person must love to read a book. Only choose the best book that ideal
with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with this book The Lost Book of Alexander the
Great. You can more desirable than now.
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