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Examining a series of court decisions made during the 1980s regarding the legal claims of several Native
American tribes who attempted to protect ancestrally revered lands from development schemes by the
federal government, this book looks at important questions raised about the religious status of land. The
tribes used the First Amendment right of free exercise of religion as the basis of their claim, since
governmental action threatened to alter the land which served as the primordial sacred reality without which
their derivative religious practices would be meaningless. Brown argues that a constricted notion of religion
on the part of the courts, combined with a pervasive cultural predisposition towards land as private property,
marred the Constitutional analysis of the courts to deprive the Native American plaintiffs of religious liberty.

Brown looks at four cases, which raised the issue at the federal district and appellate court levels, centered on
lands in Tennessee, Utah, South Dakota, and Arizona; then it considers a fifth case regarding land in
northwestern California, which ultimately went to the U.S. Supreme Court. In all cases, the author identifies
serious deficiencies in the judicial evaluations. The lower courts applied a conception of religion as a set of
beliefs and practices that are discrete and essentially separate from land, thus distorting and devaluing the
fundamental basis of the tribal claims. It was this reductive fixation of land as property, implicit in the
rulings of the first four cases, that became explicitly sanctioned and codified in the Supreme Court's decision
in Lyng v. Northwest Indian Cemetery Protective Association of 1988. In reaching such a position, the
Supreme Court injudiciously engaged in a policy determination to protect government land holdings, and did
so through a shocking repudiation of its own long established jurisprudential procedure in cases concerning
the free exercise of religion.
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From reader reviews:

Margherita Pettit:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and advance. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Religion, Law, and the Land:
Native Americans and the Judicial Interpretation of Sacred Land (Contributions in Legal Studies) is our
recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need
in this era.

Edward Florez:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of
new facts. When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of various ways
to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine
the story how the personas do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to some others. When
you read this Religion, Law, and the Land: Native Americans and the Judicial Interpretation of Sacred Land
(Contributions in Legal Studies), you are able to tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours e-
book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a guide.

Beverly Bell:

The book with title Religion, Law, and the Land: Native Americans and the Judicial Interpretation of Sacred
Land (Contributions in Legal Studies) has lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of
gain after read this book. This particular book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this book
represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the
improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you inside new era of the internationalization. You
can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Maria Peterson:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try and and must have the extra time or they will get wide
range of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not only a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you possess when
the spare time coming to you of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading guides. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the actual book you have read will
be Religion, Law, and the Land: Native Americans and the Judicial Interpretation of Sacred Land
(Contributions in Legal Studies).
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