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In this magisterial work, one of the English language media’s most respected authorities on the Arab world,
David Gardner, addresses the urgent question: why does the Middle East keep missing its appointment with
modernity? For too long the question has been the preserve of orientalists like Bernard Lewis. Clearsighted,
never flinching from unpalatable truths, Gardner draws on his acute grasp of history and long experience
covering the region as he examines key countries from Syria to Saudi Arabia to understand why conflict,
sectarianism and despotism continue to flourish in the Arab world, even as they decline everywhere else. The
‘Arab Exception’, he argues, is largely a problem of the West’s own-making. By supporting tyrants, fuelling
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and demonising democratically-elected Islamist parties, the West in general
but America in particular has incubated a region resistant to political and economic reform and suppurating
with resentment.

With a new US administration planning its Middle East policy, Gardner argues for nothing less than a total
reappraisal of what realpolitik means in the region. The traditional shibboleths: support Israel, build up a
network of reliable strongmen, mollify the Saudis, suppress Islamism, simply will not do in the twenty-first
century, he argues.

Both an introduction to the Modern Middle East and an impassioned polemic, Last Chance is essential
reading for anyone concerned with the future of the region.
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From reader reviews:

Glenn Hancock:

The publication with title Last Chance: The Middle East in the Balance contains a lot of information that you
can understand it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. That book exist new information the
information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u
to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you inside new era of the
glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Betty Williams:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its cover may doesn't work is difficult job
because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside seem likes. Maybe you
answer may be Last Chance: The Middle East in the Balance why because the excellent cover that make you
consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is usually fantastic
as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Victoria Owen:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You can view that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended
for your requirements is Last Chance: The Middle East in the Balance this reserve consist a lot of the
information on the condition of this world now. This book was represented how can the world has grown up.
The language styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some
analysis when he makes this book. Here is why this book acceptable all of you.

Laurence Terry:

A lot of book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the most
beneficial book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is called of book Last
Chance: The Middle East in the Balance. You can add your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed
book, it might add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most critical that, you must
aware about reserve. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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