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Scholars and enthusiasts of western American history have praised Elliott West as a distinguished historian
and an accomplished writer, and this book proves them right on both counts. Capitalizing on West’s wide
array of interests, this collection of his essays touches on topics ranging from viruses and the telegraph to
children, bison, and Larry McMurtry. Drawing from the past three centuries, West weaves the western story
into that of the nation and the world beyond, from Kansas and Montana to Haiti, Africa, and the court of
Louis XV.

Divided into three sections, the volume begins with conquest. West is not the first historian to write about
Lewis and Clark, but he is the first to contrast their expedition with Mungo Park’s contemporaneous journey
in Africa. “The Lewis and Clark expedition,” West begins, “is one of the most overrated events in American
history—and one of the most revealing.” The humor of this insightful essay is a chief characteristic of the
whole book, which comprises ten chapters previously published in major journals and magazines—but
revised for this edition—and four brand-new ones.

West is well known for his writings about frontier family life, especially the experiences of children at work
and play. Fans of his earlier books on these subjects will not be disappointed. In a final section, he looks at
the West of myth and imagination, in part to show that our fantasies about the West are worth studying
precisely because they have been so at odds with the real West. In essays on buffalo, Jesse James and the
McMurtry novel Lonesome Dove, West directs his formidable powers to subjects that continue to shape our
understanding—and often our misunderstanding—of the American West, past and present.
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From reader reviews:

Tonya Deschamps:

The book The Essential West: Collected Essays can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. Why must we leave the good thing like a book The Essential West:
Collected Essays? A number of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that will book can give
many details for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or information
that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you can share all of these. Book The Essential
West: Collected Essays has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for you.
You can appear the enormous world by open up and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Terrance Hutchins:

This The Essential West: Collected Essays are reliable for you who want to become a successful person,
why. The key reason why of this The Essential West: Collected Essays can be one of many great books you
must have is definitely giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed an individual with
information that probably will shock your previous knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it just
about everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this The
Essential West: Collected Essays forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich
vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it
and revel in reading.

Stephen Ross:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or to
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that
on this era, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore , this The Essential West: Collected Essays can make you experience more interested to read.

Ricardo Donaldson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got scholars? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you know that
little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update about something by book. Amount types of
books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is actually The Essential West: Collected
Essays.
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