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Race, Gender, and Comparative Black Modernism revives and critiques four African American and
Francophone Caribbean women writers sometimes overlooked in discussions of early-twentieth-century
literature: Guadeloupean Suzanne Lacascade (dates unknown), African American Marita Bonner
(1899–1971), Martinican Suzanne Césaire (1913–1966), and African American Dorothy West (1907–1998).
Reexamining their most significant work, Jennifer M. Wilks demonstrates how their writing challenges
prevailing racial archetypes—such as the New Negro and the Negritude hero—of the period from the 1920s
to the 1940s, and explores how these writers tapped into modernist currents from expressionism to
surrealism to produce progressive treatments of race, gender, and nation that differed from those of currently
canonized black writers of the era, the great majority of whom are men.

Wilks begins with Lacascade, whom she deems "best known for being unknown," reading Lacascade's novel
Claire-Solange, âme africaine (1924) as a protofeminist, proto-Negritude articulation of Caribbean identity.
She then examines the fissures left unexplored in New Negro visions of African American community by
showing the ways in which Bonner's essays, plays, and short stories highlight issues of economic class.
Césaire applied the ideas and techniques of surrealism to the French language, and Wilks reveals how her
writings in the journal Tropiques (1941-45) directly and insightfully engage the intellectual influences that
informed the work of canonical Negritude. Wilks' close reading of West's The Living Is Easy (1948)
provides a retrospective critique of the forces that continued to circumscribe women's lives in the midst of
the social and cultural awakening presumably embodied in the New Negro.

To show how the black literary tradition has continued to confront the conflation of gender roles with social
and literary conventions, Wilks examines these writers alongside the late twentieth-century writings of
Maryse Condé and Toni Morrison. Unlike many literary analysts, Wilks does not bring together the four
writers based on geography. Lacascade and Césaire came from different Caribbean islands, and though
Bonner and West were from the United States, they never crossed paths. In considering this eclectic group of
women writers together, Wilks reveals the analytical possibilities opened up by comparing works influenced
by multiple intellectual traditions.
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From reader reviews:

Marilyn Vance:

With other case, little people like to read book Race, Gender, and Comparative Black Modernism: Suzanne
Lacascade, Marita Bonner, Suzanne Césaire, Dorothy West. You can choose the best book if you like
reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important some sort of book Race, Gender, and
Comparative Black Modernism: Suzanne Lacascade, Marita Bonner, Suzanne Césaire, Dorothy West. You
can add expertise and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, because from
book you can learn everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About
simple point until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, you can open a book as well as
searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel uninterested to go to the
library. Let's study.

Warren Cruz:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can realize everything you want by a publication.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A e-book Race, Gender, and Comparative
Black Modernism: Suzanne Lacascade, Marita Bonner, Suzanne Césaire, Dorothy West will make you to
end up being smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about anything. But some
of you think this open or reading a new book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they may be
thought like that? Have you in search of best book or suitable book with you?

Harold Esparza:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they are still students or the item for all people in
the world, what best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't wish do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Race, Gender, and
Comparative Black Modernism: Suzanne Lacascade, Marita Bonner, Suzanne Césaire, Dorothy West. All
type of book can you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Verna Hibbard:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not trying Race, Gender, and Comparative
Black Modernism: Suzanne Lacascade, Marita Bonner, Suzanne Césaire, Dorothy West that give your fun
preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the
opportinity for people to know world a great deal better then how they react when it comes to the world. It
can't be explained constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky particular person but for all of you
who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you who want to start studying as your good habit,



you could pick Race, Gender, and Comparative Black Modernism: Suzanne Lacascade, Marita Bonner,
Suzanne Césaire, Dorothy West become your own personal starter.
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