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The American fixation with marriage, so prevalent in today’s debates over marriage for same-sex couples,
owes much of its intensity to a small group of reformers who introduced Americans to marriage counseling
in the 1930s. Today, millions of couples seek help to save their marriages each year. Over the intervening
decades, marriage counseling has powerfully promoted the idea that successful marriages are essential to
both individuals’ and the nation’s well-being.

Rebecca Davis reveals how couples and counselors transformed the ideal of the perfect marriage as they
debated sexuality, childcare, mobility, wage earning, and autonomy, exposing both the fissures and
aspirations of American society. From the economic dislocations of the Great Depression to more recent
debates over government-funded “Healthy Marriage” programs, counselors have responded to the shifting
needs and goals of American couples. Tensions among personal fulfillment, career aims, religious identity,
and socioeconomic status have coursed through the history of marriage and explain why the stakes in the
institution are so fraught for the couples involved and for the communities to which they belong.

Americans care deeply about marriages—their own and other people’s—because they have made enormous
investments of time, money, and emotion to improve their own relationships and because they believe that
their personal decisions about whom to marry or whether to divorce extend far beyond themselves. This
intriguing book tells the uniquely American story of a culture gripped with the hope that, with enough effort
and the right guidance, more perfect marital unions are within our reach.
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From reader reviews:

Nellie Ferguson:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to read a book. When you study a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you wish to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and also soon. The
More Perfect Unions provide you with new experience in reading through a book.

Rodney Hussey:

Beside this More Perfect Unions in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get more close to the
new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from your
oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow commune. It is good
thing to have More Perfect Unions because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you
often have book but you do not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you
have this with your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring
beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss this? Find this book and read it from right now!

Lawrence Caulfield:

You can find this More Perfect Unions by go to the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could to
be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by
written or printed but also can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you
just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal
ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your
knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.

Constance Argueta:

A lot of e-book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by online on social media. You
can choose the top book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is
referred to as of book More Perfect Unions. Contain your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the
printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most critical that, you must
aware about e-book. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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