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Focusing on late nineteenth- and twentieth-century stories of detection, policing, and espionage by British
and South Asian writers, Yumna Siddiqi presents an original and compelling exploration of the cultural
anxieties created by imperialism. She suggests that while colonial writers use narratives of intrigue to
endorse imperial rule, postcolonial writers turn the generic conventions and topography of the fiction of
intrigue on its head, launching a critique of imperial power that makes the repressive and emancipatory
impulses of postcolonial modernity visible.

Siddiqi devotes the first part of her book to the colonial fiction of Arthur Conan Doyle and John Buchan, in
which the British regime's preoccupation with maintaining power found its voice. The rationalization of
difference, pronouncedly expressed through the genre's strategies of representation and narrative resolution,
helped to reinforce domination and, in some cases, allay fears concerning the loss of colonial power.

In the second part, Siddiqi argues that late twentieth-century South Asian writers also underscore the state's
insecurities, but unlike British imperial writers, they take a critical view of the state's authoritarian
tendencies. Such writers as Amitav Ghosh, Michael Ondaatje, Arundhati Roy, and Salman Rushdie use the
conventions of detective and spy fiction in creative ways to explore the coercive actions of the postcolonial
state and the power dynamics of a postcolonial New Empire.

Drawing on the work of leading theorists of imperialism such as Edward Said, Frantz Fanon, and the
Subaltern Studies historians, Siddiqi reveals how British writers express the anxious workings of a will to
maintain imperial power in their writing. She also illuminates the ways South Asian writers portray the
paradoxes of postcolonial modernity and trace the ruses and uses of reason in a world where the modern
marks a horizon not only of hope but also of economic, military, and ecological disaster.
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From reader reviews:

Eugene Obrien:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of a number of ways
to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make you more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially hype book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
Anxieties of Empire and the Fiction of Intrigue, you could tells your family, friends as well as soon about
yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a book.

Jodie Long:

Typically the book Anxieties of Empire and the Fiction of Intrigue has a lot associated with on it. So when
you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was written by the very famous author.
The author makes some research ahead of write this book. That book very easy to read you will get the point
easily after scanning this book.

Manuel Britton:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book entitled
Anxieties of Empire and the Fiction of Intrigue your brain will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in most aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging each
word written in a book then become one contact form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get
ahead of. The Anxieties of Empire and the Fiction of Intrigue giving you one more experience more than
blown away your mind but also giving you useful details for your better life in this era. So now let us show
you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading it, like
winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Siobhan Wilcox:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its protect may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer might be Anxieties of Empire and the Fiction of Intrigue why because the
amazing cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or
content is actually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to
pick up this book.
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