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This original and insightful study explores the points at which theater and propaganda meet. Defining
propaganda as a form of "activated ideology," George H. Szanto discusses the distortion of information that
occurs in dramatic literature in its stage, film, and television forms.

Szanto analyzes the nature of "integration propaganda," which is designed to render the audience passive and
to encourage the acceptance of the status quo, as opposed to "agitation propaganda," which aims to inspire
the audience to action. In Szanto's view, most popular western theater is saturated, though usually not
intentionally, with integration propaganda. The overall purpose of Theater and Propaganda is twofold: to
analyze the nature of integration propaganda so that it becomes visible to western readers as a tool of the
dominant class in society, and to examine the manner by which unself-conscious propagandistic methods
have saturated dramatic presentation.

In discussing the importance of propaganda within and between technological states, the author examines the
seminal work of Jacques Ellul. In this chapter he analyzes the function of integration propaganda in a
relatively stable society. The following chapter defines and analyzes three theaters (in the sense of
performance) of propaganda: the theater of agitation propaganda, of integration propaganda, and of
dialectical propaganda. In this section he uses examples from a variety of plays, movies, and television
commercials. In succeeding chapters Szanto discusses the role of integration propaganda in the medieval
Wakefield mystery plays and the plays of Samuel Beckett. The appendix, "Contradiction and
Demystification," provides a general model that suggests ways of breaking down and overcoming the
propagandistic intentions of an artwork and discusses theater's possible role in this breakdown.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher McCrady:

Within other case, little folks like to read book Theater & Propaganda. You can choose the best book if you
love reading a book. As long as we know about how is important a book Theater & Propaganda. You can
add expertise and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, since from book you
can learn everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple matter
until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we could open a book or perhaps searching by
internet gadget. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's go
through.

Johanna Land:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you a
lot of new info. When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring one to imagine
the story how the personas do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others. When you read
this Theater & Propaganda, it is possible to tells your family, friends and also soon about yours guide. Your
knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a e-book.

Steven Evans:

This Theater & Propaganda is great publication for you because the content that is certainly full of
information for you who have always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This
kind of book reveal it facts accurately using great arrange word or we can declare no rambling sentences
within it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides
straight forward sentences but hard core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Theater &
Propaganda in your hand like having the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say
that no e-book that offer you world within ten or fifteen second right but this book already do that. So , it is
good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt this?

Debra Davin:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book ended up being rare? Why
so many query for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes reading
through, not only science book and also novel and Theater & Propaganda or perhaps others sources were
given expertise for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel wish to read more and more.
Science reserve was created for teacher or students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to put their
knowledge. In some other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Theater & Propaganda to make
your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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