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Yvonne Pitts explores inheritance practices by focusing on nineteenth-century testamentary capacity trials in
Kentucky in which disinherited family members challenged relatives' wills. These disappointed heirs
claimed that their departed relative lacked the capacity required to write a valid will. These inheritance
disputes criss-crossed a variety of legal and cultural terrains, including ordinary people's understandings of
what constituted insanity and justice, medical experts' attempts to infuse law with science, and the
independence claims of women. Pitts uncovers the contradictions in the body of law that explicitly protected
free will while simultaneously reinforcing the primacy of blood in mediating claims to inherited property. By
anchoring the study in local communities and the texts of elite jurists, Pitts demonstrates that 'capacity' was a
term laden with legal meaning and competing communal values about family, race relations and rationality.
These concepts evolved as Kentucky transitioned from a conflicted border state with slaves to a developing
free-labor, industrializing economy.
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From reader reviews:

Darlene Johnson:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content.
As it is known to us that book is very important for people. The book Family, Law, and Inheritance in
America (Cambridge Historical Studies in American Law and Society) had been making you to know about
other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The
publication Family, Law, and Inheritance in America (Cambridge Historical Studies in American Law and
Society) is not only giving you much more new information but also for being your friend when you really
feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship together
with the book Family, Law, and Inheritance in America (Cambridge Historical Studies in American Law and
Society). You never experience lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Hal Clemens:

This book untitled Family, Law, and Inheritance in America (Cambridge Historical Studies in American Law
and Society) to be one of several books this best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read
this book you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retail store or you
can order it by way of online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to
read this book, because you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason for you to past this
guide from your list.

John McKeever:

The actual book Family, Law, and Inheritance in America (Cambridge Historical Studies in American Law
and Society) will bring you to the new experience of reading any book. The author style to clarify the idea is
very unique. In case you try to find new book to read, this book very suitable to you. The book Family, Law,
and Inheritance in America (Cambridge Historical Studies in American Law and Society) is much
recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can easier to
read the book.

Bruce Mull:

The book with title Family, Law, and Inheritance in America (Cambridge Historical Studies in American
Law and Society) posesses a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of profit after read this
book. This book exist new information the information that exist in this publication represented the condition
of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This
specific book will bring you with new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book in your smart
phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.
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