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The year 2012 marked the centenary of one of the most significant discoveries of the early twentieth century,
the discovery of X-ray diffraction (March 1912, by Laue, Friedrich and Knipping) and of Bragg's law
(November 1912). The discovery of X-ray diffraction confirmed the wave nature of X-rays and the space-
lattice hypothesis. It had two major consequences: the analysis of the structure of atoms, and the
determination of the atomic structure of materials. This had
a momentous impact in chemistry, physics, mineralogy, material science, biology and X-ray spectroscopy.

The book relates the discovery itself, the early days of X-ray crystallography, and the way the news of the
discovery spread round the world. It explains how the first crystal structures were determined by William
Bragg and his son Lawrence, and recounts which were the early applications of X-ray crystallography in
chemistry, mineralogy, materials science, physics, biological sciences and X-ray spectroscopy. It also tells
how the concept of space lattice developed since ancient times up to the
nineteenth century, and how our conception of the nature of light has changed over time. The contributions
of the main actors of the story, prior to the discovery, at the time of the discovery and immediately
afterwards, are described through their writings and are put into the context of the time,
accompanied by brief biographical details.

This thoroughly researched account on the multiple faces of a scientific specialty, X-ray crystallography, is
aimed both at the scientists, who rarely subject the historical material of past discoveries in their field to
particular scrutiny with regard to the historical details and at the historians of science who often lack the
required expert knowledge to scrutinize the involved technical content in sufficient depth (M. Eckert -
Metascience).
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From reader reviews:

Scarlet Rome:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information today can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
if those information which is inside the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you find the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take Early Days of X-ray Crystallography (International Union
of Crystallography) as your daily resource information.

Ralph Dell:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill your free
time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try
look for book, may be the book untitled Early Days of X-ray Crystallography (International Union of
Crystallography) can be excellent book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Michelle Shaw:

Reading a book being new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you read a book
you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and soon.
The Early Days of X-ray Crystallography (International Union of Crystallography) will give you new
experience in studying a book.

Wiley Wagner:

You can obtain this Early Days of X-ray Crystallography (International Union of Crystallography) by go to
the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve problem if you get difficulties
on your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only through written or printed but additionally
can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking by your mobile
phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information
about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try
to choose suitable ways for you.
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