
Thomas Jefferson and Slavery - Was He Really an
Opponent of the Institution?

Franziska Massner

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B007LAZNH2
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B007LAZNH2
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=B007LAZNH2


Thomas Jefferson and Slavery - Was He Really an Opponent
of the Institution?

Franziska Massner

Thomas Jefferson and Slavery - Was He Really an Opponent of the Institution? Franziska Massner
Seminar paper from the year 2005 in the subject American Studies - Culture and Applied Geography, grade:
2,0, University of Potsdam, 8 entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: 1. Introduction

“We hold these truth to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator
with certain unalienable rights, that among these are life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. […]” These are
the words Thomas Jefferson became famous for. For many people he is the father of liberty in the United
States. What most people forget is that at Jefferson´s time “all” meant only the white society. His words did
not include blacks. The man who proclaimed liberty already possessed over 150 slaves when he wrote the
Declaration of Independence. Throughout his life he always condemned slavery in theory, but in practice he
died as a slaveowner, having done nothing to ensure the right of liberty to them. Jefferson´s ideas about
slavery were complex and ambiguous. On the one hand, his words were those of an abolitionist who would
do everything to end slavery. On the other hand, he was only an ordinary slaveowner who bought and sold
slaves and never tried to end slavery seriously. In fact, Jefferson did many things for his country people
rightly admire him for. He helped to create and build the United States and used his political power to
establish democracy and freedom among his people. But when it comes to slavery, there is nothing really to
admire about Jefferson. He proposed liberty, but stayed a slaveowner during his life. This paper will deal
with Thomas Jefferson´s attitude towards slavery. It will show that he never really acted on his words and try
to explain the reasons for his inactivity. Therefore it is necessary to speak about the economic and political
background of Jefferson´s time as well as his attitude towards blacks as a race first. The second part will
show why Jefferson condemned slavery theoretically and for what reasons. The third part will deal with the
actions of Jefferson concerning the issue of slavery.

1 http://federalistpatriot.us

2 Paul Finkelman. Slavery and the Founders. (New York: M. E. Sharp, 1996) 105.
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From reader reviews:

Jessica Lantigua:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you
can read a book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all
day long to reading a reserve. The book Thomas Jefferson and Slavery - Was He Really an Opponent of the
Institution? it is very good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. We were holding
enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the
particular e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too
expensive but this book possesses high quality.

Jack Williams:

Precisely why? Because this Thomas Jefferson and Slavery - Was He Really an Opponent of the Institution?
is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will jolt
you with the secret that inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who all write the book in
such wonderful way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the
meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This
excellent book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have got such as help improving your talent
and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were being you I will go to
the book store hurriedly.

Leigh Harris:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so many
query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes reading, not
only science book but in addition novel and Thomas Jefferson and Slavery - Was He Really an Opponent of
the Institution? or others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly great a book,
you feel need to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher as well as students especially.
Those books are helping them to put their knowledge. In some other case, beside science publication, any
other book likes Thomas Jefferson and Slavery - Was He Really an Opponent of the Institution? to make
your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Martha Fincher:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by internet on social media. You can
choose the best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is known as of book
Thomas Jefferson and Slavery - Was He Really an Opponent of the Institution?. You can contribute your
knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make a person happier



to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one location to other
place.
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