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The Manly Masquerade unravels the complex ways men were defined as men in Renaissance Italy through
readings of a vast array of sixteenth- and seventeenth-century evidence: medical and travel literature;
theology; law; myth; conduct books; and plays, chivalric romances, and novellas by authors including
Machiavelli, Tasso, and Ariosto. Valeria Finucci shows how ideas of masculinity were formed in the midst
of acute anxiety about paternity by highlighting the beliefs—widely held at the time—that conception could
occur without a paternal imprimatur or through a woman’s encounter with an animal, or even that a pregnant
woman’s imagination could erase the father’s "signature" from the fetus. Against these visions of
reproduction gone awry, Finucci looks at how concepts of masculinity were tied to issues of paternity
through social standing, legal matters, and inheritance practices.

Highlighting the fissures running through Italian Renaissance ideas of manliness, Finucci describes how,
alongside pervasive images of the virile, sexually active man, early modern Italian culture recognized the
existence of hermaphrodites and started to experiment with a new kind of sexuality by manufacturing a non-
man: the castrato. Following the creation of castrati, the Church forbade the marriage of all non-procreative
men, and, in this move, Finucci identifies a powerful legitimation of the view that what makes men is not the
possession of male organs or the ability to have sex, but the capability to father. Through analysis, anecdote,
and rich cultural description, The Manly Masquerade exposes the "real" early modern man: the paterfamilias.
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From reader reviews:

Eduardo Baro:

Now a day people that Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not require people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Manly Masquerade:
Masculinity, Paternity, and Castration in the Italian Renaissance book as this book offers you rich facts and
knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you may
already know.

Joshua Montgomery:

You could spend your free time to study this book this publication. This The Manly Masquerade:
Masculinity, Paternity, and Castration in the Italian Renaissance is simple to create you can read it in the
park your car, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have much space to bring the actual printed
book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the particular book in
your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Ross Fletcher:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person just like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You must know
that reading is very important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to incorporate
you knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update with regards to
something by book. Numerous books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is The Manly
Masquerade: Masculinity, Paternity, and Castration in the Italian Renaissance.

Kenneth Porter:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is published or printed or highlighted from each source that will filled update of news.
In this particular modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for an individual.
From media social such as newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just seeking the The Manly Masquerade: Masculinity, Paternity, and Castration in the Italian
Renaissance when you necessary it?
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