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This essay analyses the content of the New Zealand Social Studies and History syllabi of the past 55 years. It
concentrates on the one hand on content that refers to race relations in the country, to see what information
was included or excluded to draw a certain picture of race relations; on the other hand it looks at how New
Zealand interprets its links to other countries, to find out where it places itself culturally and politically in the
world. It looks for patterns within the curriculum content that indicate certain ideological directions at the
time the curricula were written, and for changes in these patterns over time. The underlying assumption here
is that ‘any school curriculum, regardless of its composition, is invariably a political instrument.’ Openshaw
and Archer have shown that even Social Studies, which have been regarded as unbiased and value-free, are
as indoctrinated as history syllabi of the early 20th century.
The main objective of Social Studies since its introduction in 1947 has not been to teach history. With little
changes in formulation its aims have been to prepare children for life in New Zealand society, to introduce
them to democratic institutions and make them eligible citizens. History as such plays a minor part in this. In
1986, Ann Low-Beer, a visiting British historian, reported that the majority of Social Studies teachers had no
training in history, and historical material like primary resources hardly existed. The framework of Social
Studies in the 1980s, like today, was sociological, based on general conceptions of human nature and
interaction. Low-Beer’s survey of teachers in 15 Wellington Junior schools asked whether students at the end
Form 4, that is at the end of the compulsory Social Studies course, had an overall view of New Zealand
human history. The responses made clear that ‘“Social Studies is about the present” and a picture of New
Zealand [sic] past “is not the point of the course”’. According to the teachers, after eight years of Social
Studies the pupils had “no idea”, they knew “not even the basics like the names of Prime Ministers this
century” and it was “best to assume total ignorance of history in all pupils entering Form V”.5 Pupils thought
similar about this issue. Keen found in 1977 that only 25% of older pupils felt that Social Studies had given
them any insight into history.
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From reader reviews:

Lizzie Chandler:

This Social Amnesia and the Eclipse of History in New Zealand School Syllabi 1947-2002 book is
absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by
reading this book is information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper
an individual read a lot of information you will get. This specific Social Amnesia and the Eclipse of History
in New Zealand School Syllabi 1947-2002 without we recognize teach the one who examining it become
critical in considering and analyzing. Don't be worry Social Amnesia and the Eclipse of History in New
Zealand School Syllabi 1947-2002 can bring whenever you are and not make your handbag space or
bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Social
Amnesia and the Eclipse of History in New Zealand School Syllabi 1947-2002 having very good
arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Joshua Orvis:

This book untitled Social Amnesia and the Eclipse of History in New Zealand School Syllabi 1947-2002 to
be one of several books in which best seller in this year, that is because when you read this reserve you can
get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy that book in the book store or you can order it by using
online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, because
you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you to past this publication from your
list.

Jessica Jennings:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the time or they will get wide range of
stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not really a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right. Then
do you try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, often the
book you have read will be Social Amnesia and the Eclipse of History in New Zealand School Syllabi 1947-
2002.

Charles Buffington:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Social Amnesia and the Eclipse of
History in New Zealand School Syllabi 1947-2002 guide written by well-known writer who really knows
well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written within good manner
for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still
skepticism Social Amnesia and the Eclipse of History in New Zealand School Syllabi 1947-2002 as good
book not merely by the cover but also by content. This is one reserve that can break don't evaluate book by



its include, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading
through sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.
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