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In January 1933, widowed Canadian psychiatrist Charles Flemming traveled to Rome to deliver a paper at an
international psychiatric meeting and to further research the career of the eccentric Ukranian pianist,
Vladimir de Pachmann, for a biography he has always wanted to write. En route, he learns of a young,
virtually blind Polish pianist, Agnieszka Lipska, who will be giving several recitals in Rome. She has
familial retinitis pigmentosa and her specialty is the music of Chopin. Charles and Agnieszka are introduced
by Simon Williams, a music critic assigned to review the recitals. Her beauty and talent enraptures the heart
of the lonely doctor and a romance develops. Shortly after arriving in Rome, Charles discovers that a
manuscript containing aspects of de Pachmann’s life has been stolen from his hotel. This along with other
complications, including a near-drowning in the Tiber River, ultimately involves the scrutiny of Mussolini’s
fascist police. At her final recital, Agnieszka resists the restrictions of the government by playing the Polish
National Anthem as an encore disguised as an anonymous Polish mazurka. However, a music critic
recognizes the piece and the lovers are forced to flee Rome with the help of the Polish ambassador. They
travel to Kraków, where Charles meets Agnieszka’s family. Before leaving there is concern over
Agnieszka’s abdominal pain, which appears to require gynecologic surgery. On his ship back to Canada,
Charles opens and reads a disturbing letter written by Agnieszka’s mother about her daughter’s past – a
suppressed memory. The truth is revealed later on his return to Toronto.

Written for a mature audience with interests in music, history and mystery, Mourning de Pachmann
investigates the subtleties of love, guilt and forgiveness, ambition and ego, as well as the rewards of a
personal adventure of a lonely, middle-aged man and a younger woman. In this historical novel the reader
will learn much about the career of the real-life de Pachmann, who still mystifies musicologists and critics;
life in fascist Italy where it is illegal to sell condoms and dangerous to deny the wishes of Il Duce, Benito
Mussolini; and Europe on the verge of another world war.
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From reader reviews:

James Brecht:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important normally. The book Mourning de Pachmann: The Quest for the
Spirit of Chopin has been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more
information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The e-book Mourning de Pachmann: The Quest for
the Spirit of Chopin is not only giving you much more new information but also being your friend when you
really feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship using the
book Mourning de Pachmann: The Quest for the Spirit of Chopin. You never experience lose out for
everything in case you read some books.

John Ferguson:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or information even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and make progress. Some of
you maybe will certainly update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know which you should start with. This Mourning de Pachmann: The
Quest for the Spirit of Chopin is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book
serves what you want and wish in this era.

Paula Daniels:

Now a day folks who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources included can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How a lot more to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Mourning de Pachmann:
The Quest for the Spirit of Chopin book because this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course
the details in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Flora Gordon:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your short time to read it because this time you only find book that need more time
to be learn. Mourning de Pachmann: The Quest for the Spirit of Chopin can be your answer given it can be
read by anyone who have those short extra time problems.
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