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Is King Lear an autonomous text, or a rewrite of the earlier and anonymous play King Leir? Should we refer
to Shakespeare’s original quarto when discussing the play, the revised folio text, or the popular composite
version, stitched together by Alexander Pope in 1725? What of its stage variations? When turning from page
to stage, the critical view on King Lear is skewed by the fact that for almost half of the four hundred years
the play has been performed, audiences preferred Naham Tate's optimistic adaptation, in which Lear and
Cordelia live happily ever after. When discussing King Lear, the question of what comprises ‘the play’ is
both complex and fragmentary.

These issues of identity and authenticity across time and across mediums are outlined, debated, and
considered critically by the contributors to this volume. Using a variety of approaches, from postcolonialism
and New Historicism to psychoanalysis and gender studies, the leading international contributors to King
Lear: New Critical Essays offer major new interpretations on the conception and writing, editing, and
cultural productions of King Lear. This book is an up-to-date and comprehensive anthology of textual
scholarship, performance research, and critical writing on one of Shakespeare's most important and
perplexing tragedies.

Contributors Include: R.A. Foakes, Richard Knowles, Tom Clayton, Cynthia Clegg, Edward L. Rocklin,
Christy Desmet, Paul Cantor, Robert V. Young, Stanley Stewart and Jean R. Brink
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From reader reviews:

Tommy Cowen:

Now a day folks who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not require people to be aware of each facts they get. How a lot more to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Examining a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information mainly this King Lear: New Critical Essays
(Shakespeare Criticism) book since this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the knowledge
in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Kimberly Franks:

Often the book King Lear: New Critical Essays (Shakespeare Criticism) will bring you to the new experience
of reading any book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to
read, this book very ideal to you. The book King Lear: New Critical Essays (Shakespeare Criticism) is much
recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can more
readily to read the book.

Ryan Maggard:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their own reader
with their story or their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
the knowledge about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your kids, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
ability in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write with their book. One of them is this
King Lear: New Critical Essays (Shakespeare Criticism).

Michael Espy:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book
like comic, quick story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not hoping King Lear: New Critical Essays
(Shakespeare Criticism) that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied through reading this book.
Reading practice all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world considerably better then
how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading behavior only for
the geeky person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all of you who want to
start reading as your good habit, you can pick King Lear: New Critical Essays (Shakespeare Criticism)
become your current starter.
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