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Debates current in the philosophy of mind regarding the gathering and processing of information, and the
nature of perception and representation, also animated some of the most important figures in early modern
philosophy, among them Descartes, Hume, and Berkeley. The authors of Descartes's Legacy: Minds and
Meaning in Early Modern Philosophy use certain problems in contemporary information theory to elucidate
the concerns of the early modern philosophers. This critical study attempts to uncover what was once called
the logic of the theory of ideas, and to explore the questions it was meant to solve, given the limits of the
ontological categories available.

The authors begin their discussion of Descartes by examining his response to established models of
perception in light of his understanding of the contemporary new science. Since Descartes proposed that any
likeness between representation and the thing represented was unreliable, what was his solution to how an
internal representation, an idea, gives us information? The authors' central claim is that Descartes's answer to
the problem of how the mind knows matter involves a theory of 'intentional ideas.' This provocative
divergence from recent discussions of Descartes's philosophy of mind, which have revolved around whether
he is a 'realist' or a 'representationalist,' leads the authors to consider the idealism of Hume and Berkeley in
light of Descartes's notion of the intentional. Hume and Berkeley, they maintain, explored alternatives to
Descartes's conception, which led them to abandon traditional notions of meaning and truth. Descartes's
Legacy concludes by suggesting that Descartes's picture can be reconciled with twentieth-century
materialism, and asking whether the philosophy of mind can live without a primitive notion of the
intentional.

By shedding light on Descartes's crucial ontological innovation and on Hume's and Berkeley's reactions to it,
the authors of Descartes's Legacy have repositioned early modern philosophy within a truly contemporary
framework.
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From reader reviews:

Wanda Stamper:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive increase then having chance to endure than
other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular Descartes's
Legacy: Mind and Meaning in Early Modern Philosophy (Toronto Studies in Philosophy) book as starter and
daily reading book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Anna Bailey:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become a life style. This
reading addiction give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual
information inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what
kind of guide you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with training books but if you want really
feel happy read one having theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Often the Descartes's Legacy: Mind
and Meaning in Early Modern Philosophy (Toronto Studies in Philosophy) is kind of guide which is giving
the reader capricious experience.

Joseph Wilds:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may doesn't work
this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside seem
likes. Maybe you answer can be Descartes's Legacy: Mind and Meaning in Early Modern Philosophy
(Toronto Studies in Philosophy) why because the fantastic cover that make you consider with regards to the
content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside as well as cover.
Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Kenneth Armstrong:

Book is one of source of know-how. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but additionally
native or citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. As we know
those ebooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the
world. By book Descartes's Legacy: Mind and Meaning in Early Modern Philosophy (Toronto Studies in
Philosophy) we can take more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To get creative person must
like to read a book. Just choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change
your life with that book Descartes's Legacy: Mind and Meaning in Early Modern Philosophy (Toronto
Studies in Philosophy). You can more appealing than now.
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