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This book is a study of the dual capital system of Ming dynasty China (1368-1644), with a focus on the
administrative functions of the auxiliary Southern Capital, Nanjing. It argues that the immense geographical
expanse of the Chinese empire and the poor communication infrastructure of pre-modern times necessitated
the establishment of an additional capital administration for effective control of the Ming realm. The
existence of the Southern Capital, which has been dismissed by scholars as redundant and insignificant, was,
the author argues, justified by its ability to assist the primary Northern Capital better control the southern
part of the imperial land. The practice of maintaining auxiliary capitals, where the bureaucratic structures of
the primary capital were replicated in varying degrees, was a unique and valuable approach to effecting
bureaucratic control over vast territory in pre-modern conditions. Nanjing translates into English as
"Southern Capital" and Beijing as "Northern Capital".
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From reader reviews:

Susan Arnold:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or even goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they get because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like reading
through a book? Sometime, individual feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you will want this China's Second Capital - Nanjing under the Ming, 1368-1644
(Asian States and Empires).

Amy McCarter:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they are still students or it for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't desire do that. You must know how great and also important the book China's Second Capital - Nanjing
under the Ming, 1368-1644 (Asian States and Empires). All type of book is it possible to see on many
options. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Melissa Becker:

Is it you who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This China's Second Capital - Nanjing under the
Ming, 1368-1644 (Asian States and Empires) can be the solution, oh how comes? A fresh book you know.
You are therefore out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a
geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Antonio Ritchie:

You may get this China's Second Capital - Nanjing under the Ming, 1368-1644 (Asian States and Empires)
by go to the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve problem if you get
difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only simply by written or printed but
also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking because of
your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more
information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are
still up-date. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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