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Hannah Webster Foster's two major Early American works with a wealth of primary materials are
now available in a Norton Critical Edition.

Published anonymously in 1797, Hannah Webster Foster’s The Coquette grabbed American interest with its
ripped-from-the-headlines story of sex and scandal. A steady best seller for decades, the seduction novel was
passed down through generations; indeed, its heroine became better known than the book’s author. A year
later, Foster’s lesser-known follow-up, The Boarding School, provided an equally compelling portrait of
women at the turn of the nineteenth century in the same epistolary form. Both novels can now be read in
conversation with each other in this new Norton Critical Edition based on the respective first edition texts;
the author’s original spelling, punctuation, and usage are retained while obvious printer’s errors are
corrected. The texts are joined with a detailed introduction to Foster’s legacy and Elizabeth Whitman’s life
along with explanatory annotations and a note on the text.

“Sources and Contexts” unearths a wealth of original material about the environment the works were
produced in and the real-life people who inspired them. The three sections, “On Coquetry,” “The Life and
Death of Elizabeth Whitman,” and “The Nineteenth-Century Legacy,” include new and corrected
transcriptions of Whitman’s letters to Ruth and Joel Barlow, an inventory of items found at Whitman’s room
at her death, popular representations of Elizabeth Whitman, and unauthorized sequels to The Coquette. Seven
illustrations, including three of Eliza Wharton, are included to enrich the reading experience.

“Criticism” brings together nine diverse contemporary interpretations. Contributors include Carroll Smith-
Rosenberg, Claire C. Pettengill, Julia A. Stern, Gillian Brown, Jeffrey H. Richards, and Gwendolyn Audrey
Foster, among others.

Chronologies of the lives of Hannah Webster Foster and Elizabeth Whitman are included along with a
Selected Bibliography.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Shelby:

Here thing why this kind of The Coquette and the Boarding School (Norton Critical Editions) are different
and dependable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of the
usb ports which is the content is as yummy as food or not. The Coquette and the Boarding School (Norton
Critical Editions) giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any reserve out there
but there is no e-book that similar with The Coquette and the Boarding School (Norton Critical Editions). It
gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing that will happened in the
world which is might be can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in park, café,
or even in your technique home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the paper book
maybe the form of The Coquette and the Boarding School (Norton Critical Editions) in e-book can be your
choice.

Joe Dix:

This The Coquette and the Boarding School (Norton Critical Editions) usually are reliable for you who want
to become a successful person, why. The reason of this The Coquette and the Boarding School (Norton
Critical Editions) can be one of many great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple
studying food but feed anyone with information that probably will shock your previous knowledge. This
book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in the e-book
and printed kinds. Beside that this The Coquette and the Boarding School (Norton Critical Editions) forcing
you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that
we know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Shirley Nichols:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic within
the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill
your own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The
first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to test look for book,
may be the reserve untitled The Coquette and the Boarding School (Norton Critical Editions) can be good
book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Shantel McCary:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but additionally novel and The Coquette and the Boarding School (Norton
Critical Editions) or others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the great a book,



you feel want to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher as well as students
especially. Those guides are helping them to include their knowledge. In additional case, beside science
publication, any other book likes The Coquette and the Boarding School (Norton Critical Editions) to make
your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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