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Only a century ago the privilege of washing with soap was mainly a special prerogative of the well to do, and
a bath was something most people avoided. But by the end of World War I a revolution in standards of
personal hygiene had taken place. Soap was not only more widely used but was suddenly viewed as a
powerful symbol of purification, civilization, and progress. What caused this radical shift in attitudes?

In this fascinating cultural history, Juliann Sivulka shows that the transformation of soap from luxury
product to everday staple and symbol of success was the result of both the newly emerging advertising
industry and large-scale societal changes brought on by the modernization of daily life. The new emphasis on
soap translated into more elaborate cleanliness rituals, creating in turn specialized places devoted to care of
the body, more complex domestic interiors, and eventually new customers for an emerging consumer
society.

Making use of a large body of primary research material, Sivulka's study reveals that cleanliness came to
symbolize a morally superior and civilized individual. Keeping clean, according to advertisements, was not
only a healthy habit, it also ensured romance, material abundance, and acceptance into the successful white
middle class. Advertisements also reflected women's changing roles as agents of cleanliness, as well as
creators of mass cultural images that reinforced narrow stereotypes of both men's and women's role in
society, which feminists later protested. The African American consumer culture and personal cleanliness
rituals emerged in a pattern similar to their white counterparts but were informed by politics of appearance.

This profusely illustrated study is full of insights about the development of the consumer culture that we all
take for granted. Sivulka reveals many interesting connections between our attitudes toward cleanliness and
conceptions of the body, inhabited space, social class, gender, and race.
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From reader reviews:

Tracie Berry:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for a while is reading.
Yeah, by reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to endure than other is high.
To suit your needs who want to start reading a new book, we give you this Stronger Than Dirt: A Cultural
History of Advertising Personal Hygiene in America, 1875-1940 book as beginning and daily reading book.
Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Jennifer Howard:

This Stronger Than Dirt: A Cultural History of Advertising Personal Hygiene in America, 1875-1940 are
reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The main reason of this Stronger
Than Dirt: A Cultural History of Advertising Personal Hygiene in America, 1875-1940 can be among the
great books you must have is giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you with information
that probably will shock your prior knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it all over the place and
whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Stronger Than Dirt: A Cultural
History of Advertising Personal Hygiene in America, 1875-1940 forcing you to have an enormous of
experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your
day pastime. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Clorinda Combs:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or
even make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul or real
their interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know
that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Stronger Than Dirt: A Cultural History of Advertising Personal Hygiene in
America, 1875-1940 can make you experience more interested to read.

Charles Morris:

A number of people said that they feel bored when they reading a book. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the particular book Stronger Than Dirt: A Cultural
History of Advertising Personal Hygiene in America, 1875-1940 to make your own reading is interesting.
Your current skill of reading proficiency is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose very
simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the feeling about book and examining especially. It is to



be 1st opinion for you to like to open up a book and learn it. Beside that the e-book Stronger Than Dirt: A
Cultural History of Advertising Personal Hygiene in America, 1875-1940 can to be your friend when you're
feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of that time.
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