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In the thousand years before the rise of Islam, two radically diverse conceptions of what it means to say that
a law is divine confronted one another with a force that reverberates to the present. What’s Divine about
Divine Law? untangles the classical and biblical roots of the Western idea of divine law and shows how early
adherents to biblical tradition—Hellenistic Jewish writers such as Philo, the community at Qumran, Paul,
and the talmudic rabbis—struggled to make sense of this conflicting legacy.

Christine Hayes shows that for the ancient Greeks, divine law was divine by virtue of its inherent qualities of
intrinsic rationality, truth, universality, and immutability, while for the biblical authors, divine law was
divine because it was grounded in revelation with no presumption of rationality, conformity to truth,
universality, or immutability. Hayes describes the collision of these opposing conceptions in the Hellenistic
period, and details competing attempts to resolve the resulting cognitive dissonance. She shows how Second
Temple and Hellenistic Jewish writers, from the author of 1 Enoch to Philo of Alexandria, were engaged in a
common project of bridging the gulf between classical and biblical notions of divine law, while Paul, in his
letters to the early Christian church, sought to widen it. Hayes then delves into the literature of classical
rabbinic Judaism to reveal how the talmudic rabbis took a third and scandalous path, insisting on a
construction of divine law intentionally at odds with the Greco-Roman and Pauline conceptions that would
come to dominate the Christianized West.

A stunning achievement in intellectual history, What’s Divine about Divine Law? sheds critical light on an
ancient debate that would shape foundational Western thought, and that continues to inform contemporary
views about the nature and purpose of law and the nature and authority of Scripture.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Vandyke:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to
fill your own free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try look for
book, may be the book untitled What's Divine about Divine Law?: Early Perspectives can be excellent book
to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Eleanor Hotchkiss:

The actual book What's Divine about Divine Law?: Early Perspectives has a lot of information on it. So
when you check out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was compiled by the very famous author.
Tom makes some research prior to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can obtain the
point easily after reading this book.

Travis Pope:

Exactly why? Because this What's Divine about Divine Law?: Early Perspectives is an unordinary book that
the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will shock you with the secret the item
inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such wonderful way
makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning entirely. So
, it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This phenomenal
book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book possess such as help improving your ability and your
critical thinking means. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the book
store hurriedly.

Raymond Murray:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside look
likes. Maybe you answer is usually What's Divine about Divine Law?: Early Perspectives why because the
amazing cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or
content is definitely fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make
suggestions to pick up this book.
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