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Published to coincide with the 200th anniversary of France's Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the
Citizen, this book looks in depth at the use of torture during the French-Algerian War (1954-1962) to reveal
the failure of that liberal democratic state to uphold its obligations on rights. Rita Maran examines the
Mission Civilisatrice ideology that justified the routine use of torture during that war and points out that
human rights violations traceable to ideology occur irrespective of a state's political system or tradition of
rights. The book contrasts the routinization of torture with the contemporaneous global development of
norms to assure human rights and abolish torture. Maran concludes that reliance on a state's avowedly
benevolent traditions of rights is not necessarily sufficient to protect individuals against state-directed
violence, and that international law on human rights can provide significant protection.

The book begins with a brief history of torture in France up to the French-Algerian War. Torture,
international human rights law, and civilizing mission ideology are then described and defined. The major
portion of the book is devoted to interpretation of the discourse of exemplary people from three sectors of
French society--government, the military, and the intellectuals--to demonstrate that reliance on the civilizing
mission ideology rationalized the use of torture. Torture is a source of valuable and stimulating ideas for
political scientists, historians, lawyers, social psychologists, journalists, ethicists, scholars of colonialism and
colonial discourse, and all concerned with human rights as part of international discourse.
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From reader reviews:

Jordan Sena:

Often the book Torture: The Role of Ideology in the French-Algerian War has a lot of knowledge on it. So
when you read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was authored by the very famous author. This
articles author makes some research prior to write this book. That book very easy to read you can get the
point easily after looking over this book.

Kenny Hardy:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison with can satisfy
your short period of time to read it because this time you only find book that need more time to be learn.
Torture: The Role of Ideology in the French-Algerian War can be your answer mainly because it can be read
by you who have those short time problems.

Donald Wexler:

You can get this Torture: The Role of Ideology in the French-Algerian War by check out the bookstore or
Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve problem if you get difficulties on your
knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only simply by written or printed but additionally can you
enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking from your mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your publication.
It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose
correct ways for you.

Jackie Thompson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got college students? We believe that that
query was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you
know that little person including reading or as examining become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important along with book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update about something by
book. Numerous books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them are these claims Torture: The
Role of Ideology in the French-Algerian War.
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