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Love—unconditional, selfless, unchanging, sincere, and totally accepting—is worshipped today as the
West's only universal religion. To challenge it is one of our few remaining taboos. In this pathbreaking and
superbly written book, philosopher Simon May does just that, dissecting our resilient ruling ideas of love and
showing how they are the product of a long and powerful cultural heritage.

Tracing over 2,500 years of human thought and history, May shows how our ideal of love developed from its
Hebraic and Greek origins alongside Christianity until, during the last two centuries, "God is love" became
"love is God"—so hubristic, so escapist, so untruthful to the real nature of love, that it has booby-trapped
relationships everywhere with deluded expectations. Brilliantly, May explores the very different
philosophers and writers, both skeptics and believers, who dared to think differently: from Aristotle's perfect
friendship and Ovid's celebration of sex and "the chase," to Rousseau's personal authenticity, Nietzsche's
affirmation, Freud's concepts of loss and mourning, and boredom in Proust. Against our belief that love is an
all-powerful solution to finding meaning, security, and happiness in life, May reveals with great clarity what
love actually is: the intense desire for someone whom we believe can ground and affirm our very existence.
The feeling that "makes the world go round" turns out to be a harbinger of home--and in that sense, of the
sacred.
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From reader reviews:

Carmine Adams:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy particular
person? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored
faster. And you have spare time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They should
answer that question because just their can do that will. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in
each person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this kind of
Love: A History to read.

Wilbert Westerfield:

This Love: A History are generally reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The key reason
why of this Love: A History can be on the list of great books you must have is giving you more than just
simple examining food but feed an individual with information that might be will shock your earlier
knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions
both in e-book and printed types. Beside that this Love: A History giving you an enormous of experience like
rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that could it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it
and luxuriate in reading.

James Murray:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition info. Even you love Love: A History, you may enjoy both. It is
good combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh occur its mind
hangout fellas. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Mark Johnson:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you will get
it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This specific Love: A History can give you a lot of close
friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have issue that they don't and make you actually
more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer
you information that perhaps your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than some other make you to be
great folks. So , why hesitate? We should have Love: A History.
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