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If America worships success, then why has the nation's literature dwelled obsessively on failure? This book
explores encounters with failure by nineteenth-century writers - ranging from Edgar Allan Poe and Herman
Melville to Mark Twain and Sarah Orne Jewett - whose celebrated works more often struck readers as
profoundly messy, flawed and even perverse. Reading textual inconsistency against the backdrop of a
turbulent nineteenth century, Gavin Jones describes how the difficulties these writers faced in their faltering
search for new styles, coherent characters and satisfactory endings uncovered experiences of blunder and
inadequacy hidden in the culture at large. Through Jones's treatment, these American writers emerge as the
great theorists of failure who discovered ways to translate their own social insecurities into complex
portrayals of a modern self, founded in moral fallibility, precarious knowledge and negative feelings.
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From reader reviews:

Sandy Gonsalves:

Book is written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a e-book. Book
has a different type. As we know that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Beside that you
can your reading talent was fluently. A e-book Failure and the American Writer: A Literary History
(Cambridge Studies in American Literature and Culture) will make you to end up being smarter. You can
feel much more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think that open or
reading a book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you
looking for best book or suitable book with you?

Nancy Reese:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they're still students or that for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't
wish do that. You must know how great along with important the book Failure and the American Writer: A
Literary History (Cambridge Studies in American Literature and Culture). All type of book could you see on
many options. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Beth French:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can certainly share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their skill in
writing, they also doing some study before they write on their book. One of them is this Failure and the
American Writer: A Literary History (Cambridge Studies in American Literature and Culture).

Terry Speller:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its protect may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer might be Failure and the American Writer: A Literary History
(Cambridge Studies in American Literature and Culture) why because the fantastic cover that make you
consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the
outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.
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