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In A Coincidence of Desires, Tom Boellstorff considers how interdisciplinary collaboration between
anthropology and queer studies might enrich both fields. For more than a decade he has visited Indonesia,
both as an anthropologist exploring gender and sexuality and as an activist involved in HIV prevention work.
Drawing on these experiences, he provides several in-depth case studies, primarily concerning the lives of
Indonesian men who term themselves gay (an Indonesian-language word that overlaps with, but does not
correspond exactly to, the English word “gay”). These case studies put interdisciplinary research approaches
into practice. They are preceded and followed by theoretical meditations on the most productive forms that
collaborations between queer studies and anthropology might take. Boellstorff uses theories of time to ask
how a model of “coincidence” might open up new possibilities for cooperation between the two disciplines.
He also juxtaposes his own work with other scholars’ studies of Indonesia, Thailand, the Philippines,
Malaysia, and Singapore to compare queer sexualities across Southeast Asia. In doing so, he asks how
comparison might be understood as a queer project and how queerness might be understood as comparative.

The case studies contained in A Coincidence of Desires speak to questions about the relation of sexualities to
nationalism, religion, and globalization. They include an examination of zines published by gay Indonesians;
an analysis of bahasa gay—a slang spoken by gay Indonesians that is increasingly appropriated in
Indonesian popular culture; and an exploration of the place of warias (roughly, “male-to-female
transvestites”) within Indonesian society. Boellstorff also considers the tension between Islam and sexuality
in gay Indonesians’ lives and a series of incidents in which groups of men, identified with Islamic
fundamentalism, violently attacked gatherings of gay men. Collectively, these studies insist on the primacy
of empirical investigation to any queer studies project that wishes to speak to the specificities of lived
experience.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Doucet:

This A Coincidence of Desires: Anthropology, Queer Studies, Indonesia (e-Duke books scholarly
collection.) book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you
obtain by reading this book is actually information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get info
which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This kind of A Coincidence of
Desires: Anthropology, Queer Studies, Indonesia (e-Duke books scholarly collection.) without we
understand teach the one who examining it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't be worry A
Coincidence of Desires: Anthropology, Queer Studies, Indonesia (e-Duke books scholarly collection.) can
bring when you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it
inside your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This A Coincidence of Desires: Anthropology, Queer Studies,
Indonesia (e-Duke books scholarly collection.) having excellent arrangement in word and layout, so you will
not really feel uninterested in reading.

Fidel Auxier:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not need people to be aware of each data they get. How people have to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information specifically this A Coincidence of Desires:
Anthropology, Queer Studies, Indonesia (e-Duke books scholarly collection.) book because this book offers
you rich data and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no
doubt in it you probably know this.

Timothy Roesch:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information presently can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even restricted. What people must be consider if those
information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously which one
would work to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource then
you have it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen in you if you take A Coincidence of Desires: Anthropology, Queer Studies, Indonesia (e-Duke books
scholarly collection.) as the daily resource information.

Miranda Durkee:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with
their family, or their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill your



totally free time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If
you want to try look for book, may be the guide untitled A Coincidence of Desires: Anthropology, Queer
Studies, Indonesia (e-Duke books scholarly collection.) can be excellent book to read. May be it can be best
activity to you.
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