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In the decades leading up to the Arab Spring in 2011, when Hosni Mubarak’s authoritarian regime was swept
from power in Egypt, Muslim women took a leading role in developing a robust Islamist presence in the
country’s public sphere. Soft Force examines the writings and activism of these women—including scholars,
preachers, journalists, critics, actors, and public intellectuals—who envisioned an Islamic awakening in
which women’s rights and the family, equality, and emancipation were at the center.

Challenging Western conceptions of Muslim women as being oppressed by Islam, Ellen McLarney shows
how women used "soft force"—a women’s jihad characterized by nonviolent protest—to oppose secular
dictatorship and articulate a public sphere that was both Islamic and democratic. McLarney draws on
memoirs, political essays, sermons, newspaper articles, and other writings to explore how these women
imagined the home and the family as sites of the free practice of religion in a climate where Islamists were
under siege by the secular state. While they seem to reinforce women’s traditional roles in a male-dominated
society, these Islamist writers also reoriented Islamist politics in domains coded as feminine, putting women
at the very forefront in imagining an Islamic polity.

Bold and insightful, Soft Force transforms our understanding of women’s rights, women’s liberation, and
women’s equality in Egypt’s Islamic revival.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Frazier:

The book Soft Force: Women in Egypt's Islamic Awakening (Princeton Studies in Muslim Politics) can give
more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave
a good thing like a book Soft Force: Women in Egypt's Islamic Awakening (Princeton Studies in Muslim
Politics)? Some of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim in which book can give many
info for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or details that you
take for that, you may give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Soft Force: Women in Egypt's
Islamic Awakening (Princeton Studies in Muslim Politics) has simple shape however you know: it has great
and massive function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by available and read a book. So it is
very wonderful.

Angela Strange:

This Soft Force: Women in Egypt's Islamic Awakening (Princeton Studies in Muslim Politics) are generally
reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The reason of this Soft Force: Women in Egypt's
Islamic Awakening (Princeton Studies in Muslim Politics) can be among the great books you must have is
definitely giving you more than just simple studying food but feed an individual with information that
perhaps will shock your prior knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere and
whenever your conditions in e-book and printed types. Beside that this Soft Force: Women in Egypt's
Islamic Awakening (Princeton Studies in Muslim Politics) giving you an enormous of experience including
rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's
have it and revel in reading.

Gale Coachman:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but novel and Soft Force: Women in Egypt's Islamic Awakening (Princeton
Studies in Muslim Politics) or even others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the
good a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or perhaps
students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In some other case, beside
science book, any other book likes Soft Force: Women in Egypt's Islamic Awakening (Princeton Studies in
Muslim Politics) to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Rachel Haley:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you know that
little person like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very



important along with book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update about something by book. Different
categories of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them are these claims Soft Force:
Women in Egypt's Islamic Awakening (Princeton Studies in Muslim Politics).
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