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How do contemporary films depict Buddhists and Buddhism? What aspects of the Buddhist tradition are
these films keeping from our view? By repeatedly romanticizing the meditating monk, what kinds of
Buddhisms and Buddhists are missing in these films and why?

Silver Screen Buddha is the first book to explore the intersecting representations of Buddhism, race, and
gender in contemporary films. Sharon A. Suh examines the cinematic encounter with Buddhism that has
flourished in Asia and in the West in the past century – from images of Shangri-La in Frank Capra's 1937
Lost Horizon to Kim Ki-Duk's 2003 international box office success Spring, Summer, Fall, Winter...and
Spring.

The book helps readers see that representations of Buddhism in Asia and in the West are fraught with
political, gendered, and racist undertones. Silver Screen Buddha draws significant attention to ordinary lay
Buddhism, a form of the tradition given little play in popular film. By uncovering the differences between a
fictionalized, commodified, and exoticized Buddhism, Silver Screen Buddha brings to light expressions of
the tradition that highlight laity and women, on the one hand, and Asian and Asian Americans, on the other.
Suh engages in a re-visioning of Buddhism that expands the popular understanding of the tradition, moving
from the dominance of meditating monks to the everyday world of raced, gendered, and embodied lay
Buddhists.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Rasmussen:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important for people. The book Silver Screen Buddha: Buddhism in Asian and
Western Film ended up being making you to know about other information and of course you can take more
information. It is extremely advantages for you. The reserve Silver Screen Buddha: Buddhism in Asian and
Western Film is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to be your friend when you
feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship while
using book Silver Screen Buddha: Buddhism in Asian and Western Film. You never experience lose out for
everything if you read some books.

Geraldine Bagley:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each data they get. How many people to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book can
help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Silver Screen Buddha: Buddhism in Asian
and Western Film book since this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the details in this book
hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Demarcus Bechtel:

Silver Screen Buddha: Buddhism in Asian and Western Film can be one of your starter books that are good
idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that will increase
your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article
author giving his/her effort that will put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Silver Screen
Buddha: Buddhism in Asian and Western Film nevertheless doesn't forget the main position, giving the
reader the hottest and based confirm resource details that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great
information can certainly drawn you into brand new stage of crucial considering.

Joan James:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its handle may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer is usually Silver Screen Buddha: Buddhism in Asian and Western Film why
because the wonderful cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you actually.
The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly
guide you to pick up this book.
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