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Master and servant acts, the cornerstone of English employment law for more than four hundred years, gave
largely unsupervised, inferior magistrates wide discretion over employment relations, including the power to
whip, fine, and imprison men, women, and children for breach of private contracts with their employers. The
English model was adopted, modified, and reinvented in more than a thousand colonial statutes and
ordinances regulating the recruitment, retention, and discipline of workers in shops, mines, and factories; on
farms, in forests, and on plantations; and at sea. This collection presents the first integrated comparative
account of employment law, its enforcement, and its importance throughout the British Empire.

Sweeping in its geographic and temporal scope, this volume tests the relationship between enacted law and
enforced law in varied settings, with different social and racial structures, different economies, and different
constitutional relationships to Britain. Investigations of the enforcement of master and servant law in
England, the British Caribbean, India, Africa, Hong Kong, Canada, Australia, and colonial America shed
new light on the nature of law and legal institutions, the role of inferior courts in compelling performance,
and the definition of "free labor" within a multiracial empire.
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From reader reviews:

Josephine Lowe:

The book Masters, Servants, and Magistrates in Britain and the Empire, 1562-1955 (Studies in Legal
History) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must we leave the best
thing like a book Masters, Servants, and Magistrates in Britain and the Empire, 1562-1955 (Studies in Legal
History)? A few of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that book can give many facts for
us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or details that you take
for that, you can give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Masters, Servants, and Magistrates in
Britain and the Empire, 1562-1955 (Studies in Legal History) has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it
has great and large function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open and read a reserve. So
it is very wonderful.

Adrian Rogers:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can get a
lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could
share their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their reader with their story
or even their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about the data about
something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children, there are
many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their expertise in
writing, they also doing some investigation before they write with their book. One of them is this Masters,
Servants, and Magistrates in Britain and the Empire, 1562-1955 (Studies in Legal History).

Joseph Lewis:

You can spend your free time to read this book this reserve. This Masters, Servants, and Magistrates in
Britain and the Empire, 1562-1955 (Studies in Legal History) is simple to develop you can read it in the
playground, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the actual printed
book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save often the book in your smart
phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Ann Walsh:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or
just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It all right
you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Masters, Servants, and
Magistrates in Britain and the Empire, 1562-1955 (Studies in Legal History) which is keeping the e-book
version. So , try out this book? Let's find.
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