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A Certain Age is an unconventional, evocative work of history and a moving reflection on memory,
modernity, space, time, and the limitations of traditional historical narratives. Rudolf Mrázek visited
Indonesia throughout the 1990s, recording lengthy interviews with elderly intellectuals in and around
Jakarta. With few exceptions, they were part of an urban elite born under colonial rule and educated at Dutch
schools. From the early twentieth century, through the late colonial era, the national revolution, and well into
independence after 1945, these intellectuals injected their ideas of modernity, progress, and freedom into
local and national discussion.

When Mrázek began his interviews, he expected to discuss phenomena such as the transition from
colonialism to postcolonialism. His interviewees, however, wanted to share more personal recollections.
Mrázek illuminates their stories of the past with evocative depictions of their late-twentieth-century
surroundings. He brings to bear insights from thinkers including Walter Benjamin, Bertold Brecht, Le
Corbusier, and Marcel Proust, and from his youth in Prague, another metropolis with its own experience of
passages and revolution. Architectural and spatial tropes organize the book. Thresholds, windowsills, and
sidewalks come to seem more apt as descriptors of historical transitions than colonial and postcolonial, or
modern and postmodern. Asphalt roads, homes, classrooms, fences, and windows organize movement,
perceptions, and selves in relation to others. A Certain Age is a portal into questions about how the past
informs the present and how historical accounts are inevitably partial and incomplete.
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From reader reviews:

Carlos Mendoza:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill your cost-free
time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to
try look for book, may be the e-book untitled A Certain Age: Colonial Jakarta through the Memories of Its
Intellectuals (a John Hope Franklin Center Book) can be good book to read. May be it could be best activity
to you.

Martha Fincher:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you will have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love A Certain Age: Colonial
Jakarta through the Memories of Its Intellectuals (a John Hope Franklin Center Book), you could enjoy both.
It is excellent combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can happen
its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Janet Baltimore:

The book untitled A Certain Age: Colonial Jakarta through the Memories of Its Intellectuals (a John Hope
Franklin Center Book) contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains her idea with easy method. The
language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The
book was authored by famous author. The author gives you in the new age of literary works. You can
actually read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or model, so you can read the
book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site
as well as order it. Have a nice read.

Andrea Lampkin:

It is possible to spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This A Certain Age: Colonial Jakarta
through the Memories of Its Intellectuals (a John Hope Franklin Center Book) is simple bringing you can
read it in the playground, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have much space to bring the
particular printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the book in
your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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