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By 1915, Hollywood had become the epicenter of American filmmaking, with studio “dream factories”
structuring its vast production. Filmmakers designed Hollywood studios with a distinct artistic and industrial
mission in mind, which in turn influenced the form, content, and business of the films that were made and
the impressions of the people who viewed them. The first book to retell the history of film studio
architecture, Studios Before the System expands the social and cultural footprint of cinema’s virtual worlds
and their contribution to wider developments in global technology and urban modernism. Focusing on six
significant early film corporations in the United States and France—the Edison Manufacturing Company,
American Mutoscope and Biograph, American Vitagraph, Georges Méliès’s Star Films, Gaumont, and Pathé
Frères—as well as smaller producers and film companies, Studios Before the System describes how
filmmakers first envisioned the space they needed and then sourced modern materials to create novel film
worlds. Artificially reproducing the natural environment, film studios helped usher in the world’s Second
Industrial Revolution and what Lewis Mumford would later call the “specific art of the machine.” From
housing workshops for set, prop, and costume design to dressing rooms and writing departments, studio
architecture was always present though rarely visible to the average spectator in the twentieth century,
providing the scaffolding under which culture, film aesthetics, and our relation to lived space took shape.
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From reader reviews:

Nathaniel Gonzalez:

The actual book Studios Before the System: Architecture, Technology, and the Emergence of Cinematic
Space (Film and Culture Series) will bring one to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The
author style to clarify the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book you just read, this book very ideal
to you. The book Studios Before the System: Architecture, Technology, and the Emergence of Cinematic
Space (Film and Culture Series) is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from
official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Odessa Currie:

The book untitled Studios Before the System: Architecture, Technology, and the Emergence of Cinematic
Space (Film and Culture Series) contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains your ex idea with
easy approach. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read this.
The book was compiled by famous author. The author brings you in the new age of literary works. You can
actually read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book
throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site and
also order it. Have a nice study.

Mary Ehlers:

With this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you
should do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to experience a look at some books.
One of the books in the top record in your reading list is actually Studios Before the System: Architecture,
Technology, and the Emergence of Cinematic Space (Film and Culture Series). This book that is qualified as
The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking right up and review this
guide you can get many advantages.

Walton Han:

You may get this Studios Before the System: Architecture, Technology, and the Emergence of Cinematic
Space (Film and Culture Series) by go to the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it can to be
your solve issue if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by simply
written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just
looking from your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to
get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are
still up-date. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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