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Proust, Pastiche, and the Postmodern, or Why Style Matters argues against the traditional view that Marcel
Proust wrote pastiches, that is, texts that imitate the style of another author, to master his literary
predecessors while sharpening his writerly quill. On the contrary, James F. Austin demonstrates that Proust’s
oeuvre, and In Search of Lost Time in particular, deploy pastiche to other ends: Proust’s pastiches, in fact,
“do things with words” to create powerful real-world effects. His works are indeed performative acts that
forge social relationships, redefine our ideas of literature, and even work against oppressive political and
economic discourses.

Building on the “speech-act” theory of J.L. Austin, Jacques Derrida, and J. Hillis Miller, and on the
postmodern theory of Fredric Jameson, this book not only elucidates the performative nature of pastiche, but
also shows that the famous “Goncourt” pastiche from In Search of Lost Time has attracted so much attention
because it already attained the postmodern; that is, it eliminated temporal depth and experience, transforming
time itself into a nostalgic style of an era, and into the sort of aestheticized surface that came to define
postmodernism decades later.

To reflect this transformation of pastiche, this work rearticulates its history in France around Proust.
Reconfiguring a scholastic, classically-inspired pedagogical tradition based on imitation, and breaking with
the dominant satirical practice, Proust’s work opened up possibilities in the twentieth century for a new kind
of pastiche: playful and performative in the literary field, and postmodern in a French cinema that, as with
the Goncourt pastiche, represents time as the visual style of an era, whether unreflexively in “heritage” films
such as Régis Wargnier’s Indochine, or discerningly in Eric Rohmer’s Lady and the Duke, which uses period
pictorial and painterly conventions to illustrate how the representation of history onscreen typically flattens
time into style.
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From reader reviews:

Mildred Perkins:

This Proust, Pastiche, and the Postmodern or Why Style Matters tend to be reliable for you who want to
become a successful person, why. The main reason of this Proust, Pastiche, and the Postmodern or Why
Style Matters can be one of the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple
studying food but feed you with information that maybe will shock your before knowledge. This book is
usually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed ones.
Beside that this Proust, Pastiche, and the Postmodern or Why Style Matters giving you an enormous of
experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we know it useful in your
day pastime. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Shalon Fisk:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Try and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic
as in the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer could be Proust, Pastiche, and the Postmodern or Why
Style Matters why because the fantastic cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not
disappoint an individual. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your
reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Katherine Adkins:

This Proust, Pastiche, and the Postmodern or Why Style Matters is fresh way for you who has interest to look
for some information mainly because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you into it getting
knowledge more you know or else you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Proust,
Pastiche, and the Postmodern or Why Style Matters can be the light food for you because the information
inside this book is easy to get by anyone. These books produce itself in the form which can be reachable by
anyone, yep I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in publication form make them
feel tired even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is no in reading a publication especially this one.
You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this
e-book sort for your better life along with knowledge.

Brenda Villa:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you
could have it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This particular Proust, Pastiche, and the
Postmodern or Why Style Matters can give you a lot of good friends because by you investigating this one
book you have issue that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This kind of
book can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that possibly your



friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than different make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let me
have Proust, Pastiche, and the Postmodern or Why Style Matters.
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