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Numbering over five million men, Britain's army in the First World War was the biggest in the country's
history. Remarkably, nearly half those men who served in it were volunteers. 2,466,719 men enlisted
between August 1914 and December 1915, many in response to the appeals of the Field-Marshal Lord
Kitchener. How did Britain succeed in creating a mass army, almost from scratch, in the middle of a major
war ? What compelled so many men to volunteer ' and what happened to them once they had taken the
King's shilling ? Peter Simkins describes how Kitchener's New Armies were raised and reviews the main
political, economic and social effects of the recruiting campaign. He examines the experiences and
impressions of the officers and men who made up the New Armies. As well as analysing their motives for
enlisting, he explores how they were fed, housed, equipped and trained before they set off for active service
abroad. Drawing upon a wide variety of sources, ranging from government papers to the diaries and letters of
individual soldiers, he questions long-held assumptions about the 'rush to the colours' and the nature of
patriotism in 1914. The book will be of interest not only to those studying social, political and economic
history, but also to general readers who wish to know more about the story of Britain's citizen soldiers in the
Great War.
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From reader reviews:

Jerald Elliott:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and family or
their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read
a new book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all
day every day to reading a reserve. The book Kitchener's Army: The Raising of the New Armies 1914 - 1916
it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These people
were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the
actual e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too costly
but this book offers high quality.

Deana Smith:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve
that need more time to be read. Kitchener's Army: The Raising of the New Armies 1914 - 1916 can be your
answer mainly because it can be read by a person who have those short free time problems.

Amy Terrell:

Is it anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Kitchener's Army: The Raising of the New
Armies 1914 - 1916 can be the response, oh how comes? A book you know. You are so out of date, spending
your time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the
others?

Lorraine Michael:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This particular book Kitchener's Army: The Raising of the New
Armies 1914 - 1916 was colorful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Kitchener's
Army: The Raising of the New Armies 1914 - 1916 has many kinds or style. Start from kids until
adolescents. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe you are the character on
there. Therefore , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and chill
out. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading that will.
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