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In Hermeneutics of Holiness , Naomi Koltun-Fromm examines the ancient nexus of holiness and sexuality
and explores its roots in the biblical texts as well as its manifestations throughout ancient and late-ancient
Judaism and early Syriac Christianity. In the process, she tells the story of how the biblical notions of "holy
person" and "holy community" came to be defined by the sexual and marriage practices of various
interpretive communities in late antiquity.

Koltun-Fromm seeks to explain why sexuality, especially sexual restraint, became a primary demarcation of
sacred community boundaries among Jews and Christians in fourth-century Persian-Mesopotamia. She
charts three primary manifestations of holiness: holiness ascribed, holiness achieved, and holiness acquired
through ritual purity. Hermeneutics of Holiness traces the development of these three concepts, from their
origin in the biblical texts to the Second Temple literature (both Jewish and Christian) to the Syriac Christian
and rabbinic literature of the fourth century. In so doing, this book establishes the importance of biblical
interpretation for late ancient Jewish and Christian practices, the centrality of holiness as a category for self-
definition, and the relationship of fourth-century asceticism to biblical texts and interpretive history.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Williams:

In other case, little individuals like to read book Hermeneutics of Holiness: Ancient Jewish and Christian
Notions of Sexuality and Religious Community. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book.
Given that we know about how is important a new book Hermeneutics of Holiness: Ancient Jewish and
Christian Notions of Sexuality and Religious Community. You can add know-how and of course you can
around the world with a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can realize everything! From
your country until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you may
know that. In this era, we are able to open a book as well as searching by internet unit. It is called e-book.
You can use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's read.

John Armstead:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. To be sure that book
is very important for people. The book Hermeneutics of Holiness: Ancient Jewish and Christian Notions of
Sexuality and Religious Community has been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you
can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The publication Hermeneutics of Holiness: Ancient
Jewish and Christian Notions of Sexuality and Religious Community is not only giving you considerably
more new information but also for being your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your own
spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship with all the book Hermeneutics of Holiness:
Ancient Jewish and Christian Notions of Sexuality and Religious Community. You never truly feel lose out
for everything if you read some books.

Walter Reeves:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer can be Hermeneutics of Holiness: Ancient Jewish and Christian
Notions of Sexuality and Religious Community why because the great cover that make you consider
concerning the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside as well
as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Nicol Thomas:

A number of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt this
when they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the book Hermeneutics of Holiness: Ancient Jewish
and Christian Notions of Sexuality and Religious Community to make your own reading is interesting. Your
own personal skill of reading expertise is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose simple book
to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the sensation about book and studying especially. It is to be initially



opinion for you to like to open a book and learn it. Beside that the publication Hermeneutics of Holiness:
Ancient Jewish and Christian Notions of Sexuality and Religious Community can to be your brand-new
friend when you're experience alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of the time.
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