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Spanning a quarter of a century, the essays in this book rehearse, in the movement of memory and cross-
reflection, an extensive career in theater. The work of Herbert Blau-his directing, writing, and criticism-has
been a determining force during this period as theater encounters theory.

Blau’s struggle to bring a critical intelligence to the American stage goes back half a century, to the
quiescent postwar years (which he has eloquently described in The Impossible Theater: A Manifesto). His
innovations in performance began with early productions of now-canonical plays that were hardly known at
that time (works by Brecht, Beckett, Genet, Pinter, Duerrenmatt, and others). His experience is as distinctive
as his versatile habits of mind and conceptual urgency of style.

If the impossible takes a little time (as the title of one essay states), Blau’s struggle now continues in a
theoretical vein. Performance-and his own compelling writing- has moved across other genres and
disciplines into fashion, politics, sexuality, and theory. His diversity of thought is demonstrated here in
commentaries about the newer modes of performance (including conceptual and body art), various American
playwrights, Renaissance drama, new music and theater, voice, the senses and the baroque, and the
photographic image. As the essays reflect upon each other, a kind of cultural history, with inflections of
autobiography, develops-which is what readers of Blau’s previous books have come to expect.
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From reader reviews:

Madeline Wayt:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Aim to pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its handle may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside seem likes.
Maybe you answer may be Dubious Spectacle: Extremities of Theater, 1976-2000 why because the excellent
cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or
content is actually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to
pick up this book.

Freddie Patton:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind proficiency
or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can satisfy
your short space of time to read it because all this time you only find reserve that need more time to be go
through. Dubious Spectacle: Extremities of Theater, 1976-2000 can be your answer as it can be read by a
person who have those short time problems.

Daniel Gordon:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you can have
it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This Dubious Spectacle: Extremities of Theater, 1976-
2000 can give you a lot of close friends because by you looking at this one book you have issue that they
don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This e-book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than
different make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let's have Dubious Spectacle:
Extremities of Theater, 1976-2000.

Katie Mueller:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many question for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but also novel and Dubious Spectacle: Extremities of
Theater, 1976-2000 or others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the good a book,
you feel would like to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or perhaps students
especially. Those guides are helping them to put their knowledge. In some other case, beside science reserve,
any other book likes Dubious Spectacle: Extremities of Theater, 1976-2000 to make your spare time a lot
more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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