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America's post--Cold War strategic dominance and its pre-recession affluence inspired pundits to make
celebratory comparisons to ancient Rome at its most powerful. Now, with America no longer perceived as
invulnerable, engaged in protracted fighting in Iraq and Afghanistan, and suffering the worst economic
downturn since the Great Depression, comparisons are to the bloated, decadent, ineffectual later Empire. In
Why America Is Not a New Rome, Vaclav Smil looks at these comparisons in detail, going deeper than the
facile analogy-making of talk shows and glossy magazine articles. He finds profound differences.Smil, a
scientist and a lifelong student of Roman history, focuses on several fundamental concerns: the very meaning
of empire; the actual extent and nature of Roman and American power; the role of knowledge and
innovation; and demographic and economic basics--population dynamics, illness, death, wealth, and misery.
America is not a latter-day Rome, Smil finds, and we need to understand this in order to look ahead without
the burden of counterproductive analogies. Superficial similarities do not imply long-term political,
demographic, or economic outcomes identical to Rome's.
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From reader reviews:

Tony Caldwell:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim or goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are reading
whatever they get because their hobby is usually reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book once they found difficult problem or
perhaps exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Why America Is Not a New Rome (MIT Press).

Diane Gibbons:

The book Why America Is Not a New Rome (MIT Press) can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the great thing like a book Why
America Is Not a New Rome (MIT Press)? Wide variety you have a different opinion about guide. But one
aim which book can give many information for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer along
with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you can
share all of these. Book Why America Is Not a New Rome (MIT Press) has simple shape however you
know: it has great and large function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by start and read a
book. So it is very wonderful.

Carole Garner:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking Why America Is Not a New Rome
(MIT Press) that give your fun preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading addiction all over
the world can be said as the means for people to know world much better then how they react in the direction
of the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading habit only for the geeky individual but for all of you
who wants to possibly be success person. So , for every you who want to start looking at as your good habit,
you could pick Why America Is Not a New Rome (MIT Press) become your starter.

John Day:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or even
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their interest. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs.
As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Why America Is Not a New Rome (MIT Press) can make you experience
more interested to read.
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