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This book reflects on Western humanity's efforts to escape from history and its terrors--from the existential
condition and natural disasters to the endless succession of wars and other man-made catastrophes. Drawing
on historical episodes ranging from antiquity to the recent past, and combining them with literary examples
and personal reflections, Teofilo Ruiz explores the embrace of religious experiences, the pursuit of worldly
success and pleasures, and the quest for beauty and knowledge as three primary responses to the individual
and collective nightmares of history. The result is a profound meditation on how men and women in Western
society sought (and still seek) to make meaning of the world and its disturbing history.

In chapters that range widely across Western history and culture, The Terror of History takes up religion, the
material world, and the world of art and knowledge. "Religion and the World to Come" examines orthodox
and heterodox forms of spirituality, apocalyptic movements, mysticism, supernatural beliefs, and many
forms of esotericism, including magic, alchemy, astrology, and witchcraft. "The World of Matter and the
Senses" considers material riches, festivals and carnivals, sports, sex, and utopian communities. Finally,
"The Lure of Beauty and Knowledge" looks at cultural productions of all sorts, from art to scholarship.

Combining astonishing historical breadth with a personal and accessible narrative style, The Terror of
History is a moving testimony to the incredibly diverse ways humans have sought to cope with their
frightening history.
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From reader reviews:

James Lindberg:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each publication has different aim as well as goal; it
means that reserve has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a
book. They can be reading whatever they take because their hobby will be reading a book. What about the
person who don't like reading through a book? Sometime, individual feel need book after they found difficult
problem or exercise. Well, probably you will need this The Terror of History: On the Uncertainties of Life in
Western Civilization.

Agatha Roughton:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era which can be always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to an individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Terror of
History: On the Uncertainties of Life in Western Civilization is our recommendation to make you keep up
with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Andrea Winburn:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its handle may doesn't work this is
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside appear
likes. Maybe you answer could be The Terror of History: On the Uncertainties of Life in Western
Civilization why because the great cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not
disappoint an individual. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading
sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Anthony Davidson:

You can spend your free time to see this book this reserve. This The Terror of History: On the Uncertainties
of Life in Western Civilization is simple to bring you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train in
addition to soon. If you did not get much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is
make you simpler to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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