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On March 9, 1976, a violent explosion, fueled by high concentrations of methane gas and coal dust, ripped
through the Scotia mine in the heart of Eastern Kentucky coal country. The blast killed fifteen miners who
were working nearly three and a half miles underground; two days later, a second explosion took the lives of
eleven rescue workers. For the miners’ surviving family members, the loss of their husbands, fathers, and
sons was only the beginning of their nightmare.

In The Scotia Widows, Gerald M. Stern, the groundbreaking litigator and acclaimed author of The Buffalo
Creek Disaster, recounts the epic four-year legal struggle waged by the widows in the aftermath of the
disaster. Stern shares a story of loss, scandal, and perseverance—and the plaintiffs' fight for justice against the
titanic forces of “Big Daddy Coal.”

Confronted at nearly every turn by a hostile judge and the scorched-earth defense of the Scotiamine's
owners, family members also withstood the opprobrium of some of their neighbors, most of whom relied on
coa mining for their livelihoods. Meanwhile, Stern, representing the widows of the disaster on contingency,
amassed huge bills and encountered a litany of formidable obstacles. The Eastern Kentucky trial judge
withheld disclosure of his own personal financial interest in coal mining, and a popular pro-coal former
Kentucky governor served as the lead defense counsel. The judge also suppressed as evidence the federal
mine study that pointed to numerous safety violations at the Scotia mine: In arush to produce more codl,
necessary ventilation had been short-circuited, miners had not been trained in the use of self-rescue
equipment, and ventilation inspections had not been made. Moreover, Scotiadid not even have atrained
rescue team. Ultimately, the Scotiawidows' ordeal helped to inspire the Federal Mine Safety and Health Act
of 1977, which changed safety regulations for coal mines throughout the country.

The Scotia Widows portrays in gripping detail young women deciding to pursue alandmark legal campaign
against powerful corporate interests and the judge who protected them. It isacritically important and

timeless story of ordinary people who took a stand and refused to give up hope for justice.

Praise for The Scotia Widows:

“Thisisavery scary story, aguided tour of the grinding cogs and spinning wheels inside the machinery of
justice. Gerald Stern’s compassionate account of the ordeal of the Scotia widows shows you how horribly
out of kilter it can all get when greed and self-interest are at the controls. Only with luck and the expertise of
Stern does justice emerge in the end, a bit tarnished but still intact.”

—Jonathan Harr, author of A Civil Action

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:
Anna Brooks;

Book isto be different per grade. Book for children till adult are different content. To be sure that book is
very important for us. The book The Scotia Widows: Inside Their Lawsuit Against Big Daddy Coal ended up
being making you to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is quite
advantages for you. The book The Scotia Widows: Inside Their Lawsuit Against Big Daddy Codl is not only
giving you far more new information but also to be your friend when you truly feel bored. Y ou can spend
your spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship while using book The Scotia Widows: Inside
Their Lawsuit Against Big Daddy Coal. Y ou never really feel lose out for everything should you read some
books.

Joseph Jackson:

Here thing why this The Scotia Widows: Inside Their Lawsuit Against Big Daddy Coal are different and
trustworthy to be yours. First of al looking at abook is good but it really depends in the content of it which
isthe content is as delightful as food or not. The Scotia Widows:. Inside Their Lawsuit Against Big Daddy
Codl giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any reserve out there but thereis no e-
book that similar with The Scatia Widows: Inside Their Lawsuit Against Big Daddy Coal. It gives you thrill
examining journey, its open up your eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is possibly can be
happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your technique
home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of The
Scotia Widows: Inside Their Lawsuit Against Big Daddy Coal in e-book can be your alternative.

LisaLee

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This The Scotia Widows: Inside Their Lawsuit
Against Big Daddy Coal can give you alot of pals because by you taking alook at this one book you have
matter that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one
step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that might be your friend doesn't know, by
knowing more than some other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? L et me have The Scotia
Widows: Inside Their Lawsuit Against Big Daddy Coal.

Jesus Brewster:

A lot of guide has printed but it takes a different approach. Y ou can get it by world wide web on social
media. Y ou can choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by simply
searching fromit. It is referred to as of book The Scotia Widows: Inside Their Lawsuit Against Big Daddy
Coal. Y ou can contribute your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it may add your
knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It ismost critical that, you must aware about reserve. It



can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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